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Dear Parent/Carers,
We hope you enjoy reading all about the events that the children have taken part in this half
term. It has been a busy but emotional half term. Sadly, we will be saying goodbye to some of
our Y6 families. We would like to take the opportunity to thank them for their support over the
last few years and for being part of our rapid journey to improvement. We also say goodbye to
Miss Nell who is off to pastures new. She has had a big impact upon our school and we will be
sad to see her go. We wish her all the best in the future.
We have had a difficult but rewarding year, and all of the staff at Alfred Street have worked
tirelessly to ensure that your children are making progress and are having a range of enjoyable
experiences.
Thank you to all families for their support this year. We know it has been a challenge. Your children are a credit to you and us every day. Enjoy some summer fun and we look forward to
working with you again next year. Andrea Green—Interim Headteacher.

Hello from your school’s Governors!
Alfo’s Governors have continued to work hard during the past year, supporting and
encouraging the work of the school. It has been a very strange year as we all know,
but we’ve made the most of technology - having our regular meetings and doing
monitoring visits on ZOOM. We have seen improvements in many areas over the
past year and would like to thank staff, children and parents for all you contribute to
making Alfo a place where all can flourish and thrive. Especially, we want to thank
Mrs. Green for doing such a wonderful job as Interim Head.
One of the areas we discussed at our last meeting was that of reading and writing - and that’s an area
where parents can really help their children - reading to them, reading with them, sharing the
excitement of reading an exciting and enjoyable book. As the long summer holidays approach - can I
encourage you all to do lots of reading over the next 6 weeks!
Linnet Smith (Chair of Governors)

Goodbye and Good Luck to our Fabulous Year 6 Children
We cannot believe how quickly their four year journey at Alfo has come to an end, and they are now ready
for new beginnings. They have all grown up and have learnt how to take care of themselves and each
other, showing respect, support and kindness. We are all very proud of the young people they have
become and will miss them all. I am sure they will work hard, enjoy new challenges and do their best. They
need to remember that, with a positive attitude, anything is possible. We hope they all take lots of happy
memories away with them. Mrs. Smith, Mr. Butler, Mrs. Eaton and Mrs. Ebsworth.

Year 6
Trip to Rock Up

And Paradise Golf

This term has been brilliant! The children have made fantastic progress and have truly flourished. They are now fully
settled into Junior School and are showing our Alfo Values perfectly. I am so proud of each and every one of them.
Despite all the upheaval and disruption their first year of junior school presented them with, they have all been
amazing. Blyton Class— Thank you! Have an amazing summer.

We all had a fantastic time on our Teddy Bear’s Picnic. All of the children (and adults) thoroughly
enjoyed the day. As part of our day, in teams, the children were challenged to make sculptures from
only natural resources and created some truly impressive designs! We also discovered the wide variety
of trees within the park, collected some leaves and then created some fabulous leaf rubbings.

A summer of science.
We finished our Light and Shadow topic
with our very own Puppet Theatre show.
The children created their own puppets
and in groups wrote a dialogue before
performing to the class.
For our next topic, we were extremely
busy discovering all about plants. We
have conducted experiments to observe
what happens if you do not ensure a
plant receives all the correct conditions it
needs to flourish and grow. We
investigated how the root system of a
plant transports water and also looked at
using various methods to colour the
water given to a plant, observing any
changes to the flower petals or celery
leaves.

Pizzas
We made our own amazing and delicious
pizzas. It was hard to make the bread
dough the correct consistency. They
were unique and scrumptious to eat!
By Katherine & Jaycee-Rae

Water cycle
I learnt that water on the ground
evaporates into the air. Then the
water vapour condenses and makes
clouds. When the clouds are too
heavy, it rains. After this, the cycle
starts again. Did you know that it is
the same water which goes around
in the water cycle?
By Lukas & Jacob

Worms
I learnt that worms eat
fruit and vegetables and make
compost. They improve the soil
and make it healthier for the
trees and plants. We made our
own mini compost bins.
By Harry & Kelly

Blackman Class - Year 5

Our class author is Malorie Blackman.

Science
We began the term by learning all about
rocks and soils. We learnt about how
rocks are formed, showing off what we
had found out about all the different
rock types (igneous, sedimentary and
metamorphic) in our ‘Cold Write’
explanation texts in English. We also
carried out a series of tests on rocks to
decide which were the hardest, most
durable, most dense and the most permeable.
Topic
Carrying on with our ’Food, Glorious Food’ Geography topic, we got to use some of the produce we've
been learning about to make
our own food...namely: Pizza!
We had a great time making our
pizzas! We used lots of cooking
skills, as well as mathematical
skills of measuring and
calculating ratio - but the best
bit by far was getting to eat the
pizzas afterwards!

PE
Blackman Class got the opportunity to take part in some football training with a coach from the Rushden
and Diamonds Football Club. We took part in a range of activities. Our favourite was a game when we
got a point if we knocked a cone down with the ball. This helped us with our aim. We then moved on to
only getting a point if we
’touched’ the cone with the
ball, and didn’t knock it
over. This made us really
consider the force that we
kicked the ball with. We
worked really well together,
demonstrating not only
many footballing skills, but
also many of our school
values.

These are the plasticine models of
human hearts that Shakespeare Class
made, we followed a step by step guide.
Although it was difficult some of them
turned out great! Ellie B

In Science this term, we’ve been
learning about the circulatory
system. It is one of the most
important systems in the body.
Made up of the heart, blood and
blood vessels, the circulatory
system is our body's delivery
system. Our hearts play an
important part in keeping us
healthy. It keeps all the blood in
our circulatory system flowing.
When we exercise, we can feel
our pulse, which tells you how
fast our heart is pumping.
By George

Hollis Butcher kindly donated 4 sheep’s hearts for us to
dissect. Mrs. Eaton and I were very brave and dissected the
hearts (as these are the closest to a human heart) with the
pupils. It was a memorable science lesson with all of us
learning something new. By Tallyn
"I now know how many chambers the heart has." - Grace.
"I can see which chambers carry oxygenated and
deoxygenated blood." - Evan.
"The left side of the heart has a thicker wall because it has
to pump the blood all the way around the body." - Bradley.
"I'm shocked at how small the heart is!" - Colin.

LEAVER’S
DISCO

Y6 Trip to Rushden Lakes
Nature trail
Birdwatching

Drama activity
Drama activity

Drama activity

Drama activity

Drama activity

Y4 & Y5 Fundraising
Year 4 and 5 children were very pleased to present a cheque for £50.00 to the charity—
Water Aid. As part of our RE Topic about Christian Values in Action, we had to research
a charity and we chose Water Aid. We also had to organise a fundraising event. The
Year 4 and 5 classes decided to serve squash at break times to the rest of the school.
This proved to be very successful as you can see from the amount of money raised. We
hope that this money will buy some equipment so more children and their families can
enjoy a fresh glass of water - something
that we all take for granted.
Ana-Maria & Jaden

Important facts about WaterAid
WaterAid started in 1981. By 2019, 27 million
people had been provided with clean water and
decent toilets


WaterAid changes many people’s lives for the
better every year


The charity works in India, Japan, Pakistan,
Canada and many other countries.


One in ten people do not have clean water in
their home.


One in four people on the planet do not have a
decent toilet of their own.


This is hard for us
all to imagine.
By Serine
We are all very
proud of our
efforts!
Dahl Class - Gardening Club
Over the past 10 weeks, our Year 4 Green Finger Growers have been very busy; some new skills
have been learnt and new hobbies developed.
We have managed to grow marvelous marigolds, tasty tomatoes, courageous cucumbers, strong
squash, cool courgettes and perfect pumpkins. The Year 3’s peas are developing nicely; Mrs.
Pearson’s herbs are taking shape and the potatoes continue to mature.
They have all really enjoyed seeing their seedlings flourish into beautiful plants. Unfortunately,
our club has now come to an end. During the summer, we will continue to water the plants and
hopefully, in September, we will see some of our produce. Fingers crossed for our pumpkins in
October. Mrs. Pearson

Can you solve the following puzzles?

Year 5 held a Saint Alfo Day as part of their RE topic on celebrations. This included designing a
shield of St. Alfo, a ribbon for us all to wear, a traditional feast (which we decided should be
jam on toast) and country dancing! Serine and Pixie
‘This is the best celebration - we need to do this every year from now on.’ - Alex
‘I really loved the dancing in the playground.’ - Ana
‘The toast and jam was delicious!’ - Serine

Future Olympian ?
My passion is swimming. I train hard (five days a week) arriving at the pool at 7am. A few weeks
ago, I competed in a swimming trial for the 200m breaststroke. I was super excited to try and
improve my time but also nervous. After the trial, I wasn’t sure but I felt I
had done well. My coach later announced that I was, in fact, the fastest in
my age group in the whole county! I’m also the second fastest for the 200m
front crawl. I have more time trials coming up in the next few weeks before
county competitions start. Amelia

Cricket & Tennis Tournaments
Eight girls from Y5 competed in a Kwik Cricket competition at Wollaston Cricket Club. The girls played really
well and enjoyed the experience. This was the first competitive sports fixture since Covid and it was really
great to be back.
Eight more girls from Y4 and 5 took part in a tennis
festival at the Old Grammarians ground in
Wellingborough. They completed a carousel of
activities aimed at introducing children to the sport
and developing the skills that are needed. Children
were proud to represent Alfo .Great fun was had by
all!

Dance Club
This term, some of the Year 6’s have been learning and
rehearsing three different dance routines. One to the
song ’Hold my Hand’ by Jess Glyn, and one to ’Another
Day in Paradise’ by Phil Collins. We begin each dance
session with
Katy Perry’s
’Roar’, where we all walk onto the dance
floor doing our best catwalk - this has really
given us a boost and improved our selfconfidence so we worry less about what
others think of us. We performed our
routines to the rest of the class, which is
something none of us thought we’d have the
nerve to do. Millie & Ellie F

Holiday Homework
We have set the children a series of reading and writing challenges to complete over the holidays. For
each challenge that they complete, they will be given a Dojo when they return. Please sign next to
each activity when complete. It is important that children continue to use their skills over the holiday
as research shows that children lose around 2 months of reading skills over the Summer.
On our website is a list of approved websites they can use to develop their skills. They can also log on
to Purple Mash, Edshed or TT Rockstars to keep busy.
We hope that you will support and encourage this.

Uniform Reminder


Royal Blue sweatshirt, jumper or cardigan (plain or with school badge)



Grey or black school trousers or skirt



For summer, black or grey school shorts (optional) and blue and white checked
school dress (optional)



White school shirt or polo shirt (plain or with the school badge)



Plain black school shoes (not trainers)



Yellow t-shirt and plain royal blue shorts for PE.



Minimal hair accessories in neutral colours



Sensible hair cuts

It is really helpful if all items of clothing, including coats are clearly named.
Please note denim, jeans, leggings, jeggings, hooded sweatshirts, and trainers
are not school uniform and should not be worn to school. Trainers may be
changed into at playtime.

Before School Provision
Just a reminder that we provide a daily
breakfast club from 8.00-8.45am. We offer
toast, jam, spread, fruit juice, milk etc. for
£3.00 per day. We also provide an Early
Morning Club where children are
supervised from 8.30am for a cost of 50p
or free for children with siblings at an
Infant school. Please note breakfast is not
provided.

Attendance
The school gates open at 8.45 am and
close at 9.00 am the register is taken at
8.55 am. If your child arrives after this
time they will be classed as being late.
Please call into the office before 9.30am if
your child is absent.
We have been informed that the Local
Authority are fining for holiday absence
and low attendance.

Weekly Awards
On a Friday, we hold our weekly achievement assembly. These have been held in class bubbles this year.
During the assembly, the Fab Friday Winners receive their certificates and have the opportunity to
showcase their work. The class with the highest attendance for that week receive the Attendance Cup.
The tidiest class receives the ‘Tidy Broom’ award and Team Points are also announced.
As part of the assembly, we also like to celebrate ‘out of school’ achievements. If your child receives a
certificate, trophy, badge or belt from a club or event, please encourage them to bring it to school to
share in our achievement assemblies.
Our ‘Fab Friday ‘ winners for this term were:
Blyton : Caitlyn, Oakleigh, Ellie-May

Our ’Tidy Broom’ award has been won by:

Miley-Anne and Riley
Dahl: Lukas, Linda, Teagan, Joshua and Poppy
Blackman: Ana-Maria, Kayden, Sophie M,
Cullyn, Callum and Jaden
Shakespeare: Marcin, Ellie B, Bradley, Abigail

Dahl, Blyton, Blyton, Blackman, Shakespeare,
Dahl, Dahl
Our ‘Attendance Cup’ winners were :
Shakespeare, Shakespeare, Blackman,
Shakespeare, Shakespeare

Harvey, Tallyn and Amelia

Our fantastic Alfo Awards continue, along with a new academic award for progress or
attainment, for each class. Parents are invited to our special celebration, the red carpet is rolled
out and awards are presented. Well done to the following children!

Blyton

Dahl

Blackman

Shakespeare

Andrei

Poppy

Oliver & Cullyn

Millie - Mae

Hattie

Linda

Lily W

Victoria

September
Wednesday 1st September —Training Day
Thursday 2nd September— School opens to pupils
Friday 17th September—Jeans for Genes Day (Denim Mufti Day—£1 contribution)
Tuesday 21st September - School photographs

October
Friday 1st October— Y6 trip to Coventry Cathedral
Friday 22nd October—Close to pupils for half term

Academic year 2021 to 2022 (Term dates)
Term

Open to pupils on the morning
of

Closed at the end of the
afternoon on

Autumn Term 1

Wednesday 1 September 2021

Friday 22 October 2021

Autumn Term 2

Monday 1 November 2021

Friday 17 December 2021

Spring Term 3

Tuesday 4 January 2022

Friday 11 February 2022

Spring Term 4

Monday 21 February 2022

Friday 1 April 2022

Summer Term 5

Tuesday 19 April 2022

Friday 27 May 2022

Summer Term 6

Monday 6 June 2022

Friday 22 July 2022

