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Alfo Gazette

Welcome to our final Gazette of 2021. I am so sad to say goodbye today to the children
and families of Alfred Street Junior School. It has been a real privilege to be the Interim
Headteacher of such a fantastic school. I have been blessed to work with your children
and the talented and hard-working team of staff who every day do their very best for your
children. I know Mrs O Connor is really looking forward to her return in January.
Everyone at Alfo wishes you a happy and healthy Christmas and wishes that New Year is
all we all hope for. I will always remember my time at Alfo and wish the school all the very
best in the future. Andrea Green— Interim Headteacher.

Christmas Time

Children gave their Christmas Lunch
from Love Food Caterers 10/10 this
year.

Advent at Alfo

We love a good old Alfo tradition, and this year was no different. Mrs Eaton created one of
the biggest Advent calendars you’ve ever seen. She worked tirelessly, with the help of the Y5
children, to create this fabulous 2021 calendar. Each day, year groups took turns to reveal a
new picture. Here are a selection of the pictures chosen:

Craft Club
This term, children have been busy making Christmas stockings in Craft Club. They have learned
two different types of stitches and used their decorative skills to make
them look unique.

THE POPPY APPEAL AND REMEMBRANCE
This term, Alfred Street Junior School pupils have been involved in
the following events related to Remembrance:
Our Y6 children are taught about WWII as their History topic in the
Autumn Term.
In October 2021, Alfred Street Junior School held a Memorial Service in the Memorial Garden with invited
guests for the 81st Anniversary of the bombing of the school. Mrs Joan Botterill (an ex-pupil who was there
when the bomb fell) came in to give a talk to the children about her first-hand experiences and memories of
that fateful day. We had a short moment of silence to remember the 7 children who died in that tragic
event.
Y6 pupils learned war-time songs in music lessons.
As part of Black History Month in October 2021, the Y6 children learnt about Walter Tull , his contributions
during WWI and also his links to our town
In October 2021, Y6 visited Coventry Cathedral. Here they learnt about reconciliation and forgiveness in
relation to the World Wars.
In November, pupils took part in a Remembrance Service at Rushden War Memorial, where they laid
crosses for the fallen soldiers from WWI. Pupils sold poppies and other
remembrance merchandise at school for The Royal British Legion.
Lynne Baker visited the school in November 2021 to deliver a Remembrance
Assembly based on ‘Diversity in Adversity’ looking at all the different
nationalities of soldiers who fought in the wars. Also that month, Y5/6 visited
St. Mary’s Church to see 'The Snow Goose' - a theatrical play about WWI. This
was then followed by an informative talk at the War Memorial by Lynn Baker,
followed by further discussions in school.
‘I think it is important that children take part in
Remembrance events so that we never forget the soldiers
who lost their lives for us.’ Eliza
‘We need to take the time to remember all of the people
who fought for our country.’ Alex
‘I think Remembrance Day should continue to be an
important day for us all to stop and think, and it should
never be forgotten.’ Oliver

In November 2021, the whole carried out activities
related to Armistice Day, including exploring the
poem, ‘In Flanders Field’. The children also created
Poppy artwork as seen in this display which has
taken pride of place in the hall this term.

-

Jeans for Genes - £87.15
Children in Need - £91.42
British Legion - £140.67

This term, the children have raised money for a
Save the Children - £69.25
number of charities, and their families have been
very generous. Poppies were sold to raise money for
Shelter - £85.00
the British Legion. Money was raised for Children in
Need and Jeans for Genes. Food was generously
donated for local food banks at Harvest time, and
during Advent, the children wore Christmas Jumpers to raise money for Save the
Children. Y6 also donated their delicious ‘All in Wartime Stew’ to the Rushden
Homeless shelter. The staff’s Secret Santa also raised £85.00

Road Safety
We learned about how to stay safe on the roads. This helped me because it is now getting dark
when I walk home from school. It is important to find a safe place to cross because the car
drivers cannot always see us. We need to wear reflective clothing so that we can be easily
seen. By Lily

We have continued on with our Stone Age to Iron Age topic this half term. Looking at the continuity and change between the eras, we
discovered how the lives of early humans developed during these periods. As part of our DT, we prepared, cooked and tasted food which
would have been eaten during the Iron Age. Some of us devoured the vegetable stew and others weren’t so sure! The fruit stew was
delicious; everyone loved it. We used honey to sweeten it up! In Art, we looked at the structure of roundhouses and hillforts. Using our
knowledge, we applied our new sketching techniques to draw some fantastic landscape scenes and then applied watercolour paint to
complete them. We found out about farming and how that first arrived in Britain. This was really good for people because it meant that they
did not need to migrate to find food sources and instead they could settle and build farms and start communities. Skara Brae is one example
of a Neolithic village. One of the houses was locked only from the outside so we think it might have been a jail. By Layla

In science, we have been learning about forces and magnets. Here is
a fact for you. A magnet has a magnetic field which is invisible! Also,
if you put two magnets together they will either attract or repel
depending on which way round they are. Opposites attract and the
same poles repel! Did you know there are magnets in fridges, laptops and vending machines? Also, they are extremely important in
lots of hospital machines like MRI scanners.
We have also investigated forces and friction. For one experiment,
we had to find out what material created the most friction when we
put a toy car down a ramp. The more friction that was created the
higher we had to lift the ramp in order to make the car roll down.
By Freya

Do you know how to wash a woolly mammoth? We
all do now! In English, we have been learning how to
write clear instructions. We found out that it is
important to use precise, descriptive language within
instructions so that they are simple and easy to
follow. We followed some instructions on how to
make our own woolly mammoths. This was a really
fun topic. By Kacie-Mai
Linking our English units to our History made
meaningful links and supported the children’s writing
in both subjects.

RE
In RE, we learnt about Islam. We learnt
that Muslims pray in mosques. They pray
5 times a day and they face Mecca when
they pray. Once in their lives, Muslims
travel to Mecca on a pilgrimage. Ramadan
is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar
when they do not eat or drink during
daylight hours.
By Eowyn

Art
In Art, we have made our own death masks.
First, we put papier mâché onto a balloon to
create the face shape. Then we attached
cardboard to the back of the death mask and
covered it all in papier mâché. Once it had
dried, we painted the facial features and
used collage to create the striped pattern
around the edge.
By Artur

PE
This term, we have been learning
how to swim. There were
different items to help us such as
pool noodles and arm bands. We
all had a great time at the pool.
By Caitlyn

History
We learnt that death masks were put over the
face of the mummified people. This was for
their journey to the afterlife. They were used
so that the soul would recognise its body and
return to it safely. They were also used to help
guard a dead person from evil spirits in the
afterlife. Death masks often had a gold head
and blue and gold stripes around the outside.
By Olivia

We learnt that the Egyptians used a
shaduf to collect water from the river to
water their crops. In small groups, we
designed and made our own shadufs.
We then tested them to see if they
could pick up the water from a
container.
By Blossom

On Egyptian day, we did
some Egyptian Maths. I
thought it was easy.
By Eowyn

We learnt that the Egyptians ate
healthy food such as: bread, grapes,
lettuce and melon. They drank wine
and beer because their water was too
dirty to drink. We finished off our
Egyptian day with our own Egyptian
feast.
By Nhi & Ellie-May

Blackman Class - Year 5
Our class author is Malorie Blackman. She is a British writer who held the position of
Children's Laureate from 2013 to 2015. She primarily writes literature and television drama
for children and young adults, often using science fiction to explore social and ethical issues.
Science - Earth and Space
In science this term, we have been studying Earth and Space! It has been an ‘out of this world’ topic!
What I have learnt in science about space
I learnt that Uranus spins horizontally on its axis while the other seven planets spin almost vertically.
The sun doesn’t move - it is the earth spinning on its axis. I also learnt that Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and
Neptune are known as the gas and ice planets. Also, Neptune is the furthest planet away from the sun
and Mercury is the closest to the sun (Mars is in the middle of them).
How seasons are formed
I learnt that seasons are formed by the earth’s tilt, but most people believe that it’s to do with how close we are to the sun.
Did you know that we’re actually closest to the sun in January when it’s still winter? However, because we’re in the Northern
Hemisphere, when it’s our winter, it’s summer for the people in the Southern Hemisphere. When it’s spring or autumn, the
sun gives an equal amount of its beams to both of the hemispheres…they call this the Spring or Autumn Equinox which means
‘equal nights’. When it’s winter, we have more night time hours than daylight hours because we’re tilted away from the sun.
This means that the North Pole has 24hours of night in the dead of winter. However, in the summer, we have more daylight
hours because we’re tilted towards the sun. This also means the North Pole will have twenty-four hours of daylight during the
height of summer.
Planetarium Visit
We were lucky enough to have a visit from a mobile planetarium, where we got
to see the night sky and constellations projected around the dome! It was
beautiful The gentleman also told us some of the amazing stories that the ancient Greeks had come up with to explain the shapes the stars made in the sky.
How Lunar and Solar Eclipses happen and what they are
A lunar eclipse happens when the earth blocks the sun’s light from the moon. A solar eclipse is where the moon blocks the
sun’s light from the earth. This doesn’t occur often because the moon has to be in the right position which is rare. You get a
total solar eclipse if you’re in the umbra (which is the main part of the shadow cast by the moon). You only get a partial
eclipse if you’re in the penumbra, which is the sides of umbra and is a slightly lighter shadow than the umbra.
Phases of the Moon
So what are the different phases of the moon you may ask, and why do they happen? They are caused by the sun’s light
reflecting off the moon, so the bit of the moon you can see - that’s the part the sun’s light is reflecting off. The different
phases of the moon include the waxing crescent, the first quarter, the waxing gibbous (which is just a bit more than the first
quarter), full moon, the waning gibbous, last quarter, waning crescent, and finally the new moon.
Moon Craters

We finished our topic having lots of fun learning about asteroids and the effect of the impacts
they make on the moon’s surface. We used flour, cocoa powder and demerara sugar granules
to recreate the surface of our moon, with a plasticine ball as our asteroid. We dropped our
asteroids onto our moon’s surface and then studied the impact zone. We noticed that a crater
had been formed with ‘ejecta rays’ coming away from it as it threw up surface debris. We
explored how the ejecta rays change depending on the angle of the impact. It was a rather
messy afternoon!
By Heaven

Blackman Class - Year 5
Geography - Norway

Art - Northern Lights

In Geography this term, our topic has been ‘Our
European Neighbours’. We focussed specifically on the
country of Norway. We’ve learnt many interesting
things including elements of both the human and
physical geography of this amazing country.

In Art - linked to our work on Norway - we studied the Aurora
Borealis (otherwise known as the Northern Lights) which can often
be viewed from the north of Norway. We used water colours to
artistically recreate this amazing
light display, and then used our
pencil drawing skills to add in
landform details. We were really
proud of the results.

Norway is a very large country in Scandinavia. The
population is only 5.4million because lots of Norway is
covered by ice. However there are lots of amazing
places in Norway like Pulpit Rock, which is one of the
most popular tourist attractions in Norway. Norway
also has lots of outstanding fjords which you can go on
a canoe to visit. Lots of fjords have some of Norway’s
Norway has lots of different winter sports; these are
not only held in the winter but also in other months as
well. Some Norwegian sports include: kite skiing,
cross-country skiing, ice hockey, snowboarding and
even ice skating . The Norwegians have won the most
gold medals in the Winter Olympics. They normally do
kite skiing in the pistes and they do a lot of winter
sports because it’s very cold in Norway.
By Heaven

Design Technology - Norway
One of our favourite parts of this topic was when we prepared, cooked and tasted
some traditional Norwegian Food. We prepared and made a traditional Norwegian
smoked sausage stew called 'Lapskaus' as well as a traditional Norwegian ginger
biscuit called 'Pepperkaker'. We used many different skills. Most of us really
enjoyed the 'Lapskaus', although some of us were a little uncertain about the
swede in it. The Pepperkaker, however, was a real hit! We all loved the sweet spicy
biscuit! We had a great cooking day! Even our class members who were having to
work from home that day joined in with the Food Tech, creating their own versions
of our dishes at home!

Shakespeare Class - Year 6
Food Technology/History
We learned about rationing as part of our WWII topic work and found out about how families coped with
limited supplies of certain foods. During times of uncertainty and disruption, frugal, storable ingredients to
make simple, nutritional recipes were so important to families. As part of our topic this term, Shakespeare
Class made two wartime recipes.
We researched a number of recipes and decided to make ‘Everything In’ wartime stew and rock cakes. Vegetables were grown on every spare piece of land,
during WWII, so were not rationed. We put a variety of vegetables in our stew,
and also a small amount of meat which was rationed. We spent all morning
chopping and preparing the ingredients. We also made rock cakes, which we
cooked in the afternoon. We then tucked into our wartime feast - which most
of us thought was delicious!
By Ana & Lily

The children were all fabulous and despite the large amount of vegetables all seemed to enjoy the stew. There
was, however, a large amount left over so we called the Rushden Homeless Shelter and donated the leftovers to
them. The stew was gratefully received.

Science
In science, Shakespeare class have been learning about
circuits and circuit diagrams. We have learned about
how to make a bulb light up and the limitation of bulbs
a cell can handle. We also learned about
the history of electricity and the scientists
involved.
By Sophie and Pixie
We have leant that fruit can be used to
produce some electricity, but to get it you
have to have something else with the fruit
to see how much electricity there was. We
had to put copper and zinc in the fruit to see how much
electricity there was. We used a
battery reader to see how much
electricity was in the fruit. We learnt
that the kiwi and the potato had the
most electricity in them. By Eliza

Computing
In computing, we used powerpoint to
make ‘Catchprase’ style quizzes about our
history topic. We used animation to make
the questions exit the slide and reveal the
correct answer. We had to use the timer to
run the animation effect at a faster or
slower pace.
We included 12 questions about what we
had learned including : rationing, allies and
axis countries, key dates, propaganda,
shelters and the
holocaust.
By Sophie & Lacie

Shakespeare Class - Art Work
In our art-based topic lessons, we learnt about colour
and tone. We then investigated changing the tone of
paint using different amounts of water or by adding
black or white paint. We moved on to colour washes,
using colour mixing to change from one strong colour
to another. After practising this technique, we created
a background for our final piece. We used black paper
and made outline shapes to build up a Blitz scene.
Lily & Lilly

Year 6 have been learning about the British artist, Henry
Moore. Henry Moore was an official war artist during World
War II. He created some very famous drawings of people
sheltering in Underground stations during the Blitz which we
based our work on.
Serine

In November, we held our annual ‘Anti-Bullying Week’. This
started with ‘Odd Socks Day’, where we celebrated our
differences and the diversity within our school. During the
week, we also held assemblies on Anti-Bullying - one led by
our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors, and one led by visitors from
the MHST (Mental Health Support Team). We carried out lots
of activities about bullying, including drama, making games, as
well as discussing bullying scenarios and how we could help in
stopping bullying from happening. Here’s a report on bullying,
written by one the Alfo Anti-Bullying Ambassadors.
What is Bullying?
Bullying is where a behaviour is negative,
repeated and intentional. It is not when you just
fall out with your friend but then soon make it up
again.
Bullying can be physical, like kicking, hitting or
punching. It can also be online, like sending nasty
texts or sharing photos without permission. It
can be direct to the person’s face, or indirectly
behind their backs. Bullying is usually carried our
with the intention to hurt someone or to make
them feel insecure.
Bullying is rarely one on one. It is often a group situation
with people having different roles. There may be one
ringleader, but they are usually accompanied by a reinforce
who encourages or joins in with the bullying behaviour.
There may also be a bystander who just watches it happen,
without either joining in with the ringleader or standing up
for the target. An upstander (or defender) is someone who
either helps the person who’s getting bullied or goes and
gets the teacher.
It’s not nice to be a bully because it can really hurt people’s
feelings. So if you see someone getting bullied, don’t be a
‘bystander’, be an ‘upstander’ and help that person.
Remember:
Bullying is Intentional, Repeated and Negative.
By Heaven (Y5 Anti-Bullying Ambassador)

We rounded off Anti-Bullying Week, with a visit from two
members of the MHST (Mental Health Support Team) who came
and delivered an assembly on Anti-Bullying. During the assembly,
the children were able to contribute to
the discussions with great confidence
and clarity, demonstrating all the
knowledge they had learned. The MHST
team then delivered two workshops to
small groups from each year group. The
rest of the children took part in a range
of other Anti-Bullying activities in class.
These included Anti-Bullying Drama as
well as creating Anti-Bullying Snakes
and Ladders games. Our 'Odd Socks'
bunting displays around school look
fabulous!
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Tigers won the team point challenge.
They were awarded a mufti – day to celebrate their victory.
Weekly Awards
On a Friday, we hold our weekly achievement assembly. During the assembly, the Fab Friday Winners receive
their certificates and have the opportunity to showcase their work. The class with the highest attendance for that
week receive the Attendance Cup. The tidiest class receives the ‘Tidy Broom’ award and Team Points are also
announced.

Our ‘Fab Friday ‘ winners for this term were:
Blyton Class: Harrison, Stephen, Lily and Kaycie-Mai
Dahl Class : Eowyn, Nhi and Mitchell
Blackman Class : Amy, Grace and Lily–May
Shakespeare Class: Eliza, Lacie, Lily and Jenson
Our ’Tidy Broom’ award has been won by: Dahl, Blackman, Shakespeare, Blyton, Dahl, Blackman
Our ‘Attendance Cup’ winners were : Blyton, Blyton, Shakespeare, Dahl, Shakespeare, Shakespeare

This term’s Alfo Awards were awarded for progress or attainment, along with an award
for one of our values - this term’s value was empathy.
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Have a say as a parent governor
Why become a parent governor ?
Being a parent governor at your child`s school comes with a lot of responsibility, but the rewards
of seeing the school and the children flourish make it all worthwhile.
What is a parent governor ?
Parent governors are a core part of a school`s Board of Governors. The role is voluntary (unpaid)
and will appeal to you if you want to make a positive impact on your child`s education and
school life. The governor role has little interaction with the pupils ,it is much more a "Behind the
scenes" one.
What do parent governors do ?
They bring their wealth of experience and knowledge ,contributing to the successful running of
their child`s school. Decisions made by the board influence the whole school, but governors are
not responsible for, or involved in the day-to-day running of the school. Governors set the ethos
of the school and drive for continuous improvement and they also oversee financial performance and ensure money is well spent .Governors commission the Head teacher and other
school leaders to act on their behalf in putting their ideas into practice and they ensure that the
school leadership is held to account in doing so.
What responsibility and influence do all governors have ?
It is the Board of Governors role to:
-Appoint the Head teacher .
- Appoint the Deputy Head teacher.

-Hold the school leadership to account.
-Ensure school staff have training ,support and the resources to be effective.
-Maintain oversight of the school`s budget spending ,including pupil premium allocation.
-Decide on the aims, strategy ,vision and ethos of the school.
- Determine ways to put all of the above into practice as part of the school development plan.
-Hear the later stages of staff grievances ,or pupil exclusion appeals.
Responsibility for all this does not rest with any one governor. Decisions are made by the board
as a whole .Individual governors are not held to account for collective decisions.
Boards of Governors can also work with a school`s PTA in building a `whole school`
community ,connecting with the wider community and engaging prospective parents .

How big a commitment is being a parent governor ?
The term of office is usually for 4 years. It may extend beyond your child`s time at school. You
will be expected to attend and contribute to the Full Governing Body`s meetings ,which are normally held once ,or twice a term .
Additionally you will be expected to visit the school as part of your duties to monitor and evaluate as you gain understanding for your role and to take on training for the role through your Local Authority .Under current employment law ,employers must allow employees to undertake
their duties at a school.
You may resign at any time by giving written notice to the clerk of your Board.
What skills do parent governors need ?
So long as you are over 18 and have child at the school you can express an interest in becoming a
parent governor for the school . Prospective candidates will be given as much information about
the responsibilities of the role before putting themselves forward for election. There is also a legal requirement for parents to be DBS checked before starting their post as governor.
What is in it for parents ?

The experiences of school governorship look great on any CV ,you may learn new skills and work
with others to help to develop useful policies which will benefit the education of children. Most
people enjoy their time as a governor and appreciate the sense of duty and the opportunity to
show loyalty to their school
You will get to know your child`s school and will gain an understanding of how the school is run,
which will have a positive impact on your child`s education, academic outcomes and school life .
How do you become a parent governor ?
If you are interested in becoming a parent governor please contact the Chair of governors at Alfred Street Junior School ,the Dr.REV.L.Smith, you can express your interest through an introductory email to her, or to the Head teacher at the school .

EMAIL; chair@alfredstreet.northants.sch.uk
or

head@alfredstreet.northants-ecl.gov.uk.

You can also visit the school`s website for more information.
Website: www.alfredstreejunior.org

I thought it would be good to let you all know some of the contributions we, as Governors, make to your school. Today it’s my turn to give you all some insight
into the roles of Governors and my contributions in particular.
I am an ex-teacher, now retired, of Art and Design and have worked in and around Bedfordshire for 38 years. My role as Governor is to overlook the running of the school and to ask the
right questions on policies, finance and the curriculum.
As an individual I have a particular interest and responsibility for the Curriculum in my role as Chair of the Standards Committee and I ensure the Connected Curriculum, (all those subjects outside of Maths and English) is inspiring, innovative, progressive and inclusive to all our children. I do have a particular interest in the Creative
Arts and feel that in these difficult times our children need to be able to access and develop their artistic skills,
whether they are practical Arts and Crafts, Music or Drama and Dance. It is those areas of the curriculum which
help to nurture our pupils to grow as individuals with their own creative ideas, and they are also important in helping support their mental health. I am very keen that other subjects utilise the Creative Arts in order to expand pupil’s imaginations and knowledge, and that has been a key focus of mine in recent years.
As a member of the Rushden Branch of the Royal British Legion I have worked closely with all schools in Rushden
to deliver assemblies, talks and presentations on key aspects of Remembrance. This year I visited Alfred Street
to talk about diversity in our Armed Forces to the whole school, a subject which has been neglected until recently. It is estimated that 350,000 of our Armed Forces who have lost their lives in actions from WW1 onwards have
not been recognised on any memorials across the world, and it is important for us all to understand that our
Armed Forces come from a range of cultures and backgrounds, sexes and religions. I also gave a talk to Year 6
about the Battle of Britain, a very important aspect of WW2 which directly affected our school. This added to the
studies of our Year 6 children and the History curriculum. I have attended for many years the poignant service of
Remembrance for those 7 pupils whose lives were lost in the bombing of the school in 1941. This year I arranged
a project based on the book ‘The Snow Goose.’ This entailed a group of professional actors from a visiting Arts
organisation called ‘Fabula Arts’ delivering a performance to Key Stage 2 pupils at St Mary’s Church, in support
of Remembrance and the History Curriculum. Alfred Street attended with 56 Year 6 pupils, and they hopefully
benefitted greatly from this experience.
This year I have trained our Teaching Staff in how to approach the teaching of drawing with our pupils and then
how to introduce works of Art in other subjects in order to enhance their learning. Before the pandemic I ran
some Art Clubs after school, which hopefully gave pupils more confidence to explore their creative skills. I already know that at least one pupil has gone on to take Art further in her studies at secondary level.
Alfred Street continues to develop and flourish despite the pandemic, and I am already clear that the direction it
is moving in is positive and encouraging. I hope that I will be able to be associated with the school as it takes its
next important steps into the future.
Lynne Baker
Parent governors play a vital role on governing bodies, holding the unique position of having a
parental viewpoint of the school. Through their children, they have first-hand experience of
the delivery of the curriculum and how the school is perceived from the ‘consumers’ point of
view. This enables parent governors to bring a different perspective to the strategic management of the school.
Although this is a very delicate role, there is ample support and training available. Parent
governors will find working alongside the other members of the governing body both interesting and rewarding .Their efforts will ensure that the work of the governing body fulfils its duties to all children.
If you are interested in finding out more about standing as a parent governor please contact the Chair of the
Governing Body for further information or visit the website.

Email: chair@alfredstreet.northants.sch.uk

