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1. Our Vision 

Learning to read gives children the opportunity to access all areas of the curriculum. Alfred 
Street Junior School (ASJS) vision is that by the end of KS2, children will have developed life-
long reading habits and a love of reading and books. Our curriculum will expose children to 
new worlds, experiences and ideas through the reading they encounter and will give them 
the opportunities to expand their horizons. Through our choice of texts, that link where 
possible to other areas of study within the curriculum, we will transport children on a 
reading journey to inspire them and to diversify their reading choices. 
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2. Domains 

The following domains will be taught as part of the reading sessions at Alfred Street Junior 
School: 

• Retrieval and recording of information from a text 

• Making inferences 

• Giving and explaining the meaning of words in context 

• Summarising 

• Making predictions 

• Identifying and explaining how information is related and contributes to meaning 

• Commenting on authorial intent 

• Making comparisons within text 

These are addressed through the long-term reading plan (See Appendix 1). 

3. Concepts 

Reading and its domains will be taught through the following concepts: 

• Applying Phonics 

• Reading for pleasure – Poetry 

• Reading for pleasure - non-fiction 

• Reading for pleasure – maintaining a positive attitude about reading 

• Reading for pleasure - Comprehension 

• Justification for views 

• Retrieving information from text 

• Reading accurately for fluency and understanding 

• Explaining and discussing own understanding 

• Listening and appreciation of stories and poems 

4. Timetabling and organisation 

4.1. Teaching of Reading 

Teachers will follow the programmes of study for reading at Key Stage 2 and the Alfred 
Street Junior School Curriculum map, which consist of two dimensions: 

• Word reading 

• Comprehension (both listening and reading) 

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions; 
different kinds of teaching are needed for each. 

Good comprehension draws from: linguistic knowledge, knowledge of the world, high 
quality discussion and experience of a range of genres. 

In Key Stage 2, children will read, listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction; poetry 
(including free verse and narrative); plays; non-fiction and reference books or textbooks; 
fairy stories; myths and legends; traditional stories; modern fiction; fiction from our literary 
heritage; and books from other cultures and traditions. 
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Across our school, children will be expected to independently read books that are at an age-
appropriate ability and interest level. 

Key expectations within the reading curriculum are that: 

• As part of English lessons, reading will be taught once a week – within the Talk for 
Writing Sequence where possible. 

• Particular reading skills will also be taught within the Daily skills sessions twice a 
week. 

• Lessons must have an explicit learning objective taken from the National Curriculum 
as prescribed in the long-term reading plan. 

• Where appropriate, drama should be used to enrich reading experiences. 

• Reading will mostly be taught with whole class/same text reading, however group 
reading should be considered to deliver specific support to pupils with identified 
needs or targets. 

4.2. Reading across the curriculum 

• Reading skills should be applied to other areas of the curriculum including cross-
curricular reading links. Children will need to have reading opportunities in all 
areas of the curriculum. Teachers need to consider this when planning. 

4.3. Planning, continuity and progression 

Reading should be linked to the overall subject topics for the term and where possible 
included in the Talk for Writing teaching sequence. Opportunities for cross-curricular 
reading should be regularly planned into lessons. 

The National Curriculum Programmes of Study provide the statutory content for each year 
group which are split up into termly teaching content using the Focus reading materials. 
PiXL [1] assessments will inform teachers of areas of the reading curriculum that require 
greater focus for whole classes, groups or individuals. Inclusive lessons should be taught and 
differentiated to ensure that all children can access the curriculum. 

Teachers will also provide opportunities for children to build fluency and stamina when 
reading independently for example re-reading texts, reading aloud, reading increasing 
quantities of a wide variety of texts and opportunities for independent reading, including 
reading across the curriculum. 

4.4. Teaching Sequence 

• Reading should be the main focus at the start of the Talk for Writing teaching 
sequence. Children should write about reading where appropriate. This can be 
done orally at first and scaffolds be provided where needed to support pupils. 

• Children need to be shown how to write for reading through careful modelling 
and discussion. 

• Teachers will need to plan the amount of text carefully ensuring it is manageable. 
This should increase as the year goes on however, thought needs to be given 
based on the activity that is expected. 

• The length of text will need to increase over the year to build stamina. 
• Teachers will need to reduce the amount of scaffolding and support given across 

the year. 
• Whole class readers will be used across the school and have been mapped out to 

ensure that different types of text from ‘The Five Plagues of Reading’ are being 
read: Archaic Language, Non-Linear Time Sequences, Complex Narrative, 
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Figurative/Symbolic Texts, Resistant Texts – See separate Whole Class Reading 
Map 

• During the week the teacher will teach the whole class a specific reading skill 
however, they will also be discreetly reinforcing multiple skills and strategies. 
Over time children will become increasingly more proficient in combining 
strategies and skills to become skilled readers (ref: Scarborough Rope). 

 

4.5. Classroom Environment 

Within each classroom there should be: 
• A reading area 
• The class novel displayed 
• Modelled examples of comprehension style answers as part of the teaching 

sequence of Talk For Writing 
• The promotion of vocabulary and a love of reading 

4.6. Inclusion 

To ensure that we cater for the needs of all children, the following strategies will be used to 
support individuals or groups of children: 

• Colour overlays to use with books (specific to individuals) 
• Dyslexia friendly texts/fonts 
• High interest/Low ability books 
• Boy/Girl friendly texts 
• Challenge sections in the library with more complex themes 
• Read, Write, Inc. books to support phonic ability 

4.7. Banded Books: 

• At the start of the year, all children are assessed and placed on a banded reading 
book, they are then regularly assessed against the stages throughout the year. 
The children are encouraged to self-select from the appropriate stage – See 
Appendix 22 for book stage guidance. 

• More able and confident readers in UKS2 will be able to choose a book from the 
‘Free Reading’ band which will give them access to an additional library book. 

• Children working on specific phonics interventions as part of the ‘Sounds Write’ 
scheme should have books related to the sound they are learning and should be 
changed once they can fluently read the text (after reading 2-3 times once for 
decoding, the second for fluency and the third for expression). Sounds Write 
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phonic reading books are linked to each Initial code and Extended Code unit and 
are located in the Year 3/4 intervention room. 

5. Reading 

• All children will have a home reading book. 
• Teachers and parents will record any reading completed in individual reading 

record books. 
• Children will be rewarded for reading at home four times a week with a dojo and 

two dojos a week for seven reads. All reads count towards the school reading cup 
class award and at 50 reads, children are awarded a certificate, 100 reads a 
bookmark and 150 reads a book. 

• Reading Karate is used which is a reward programme where children receive a 
wrist band after each 25 reads. After each multiple of 25, one band is exchanged 
for another like in karate belt grading. 

6. Reading for Pleasure 

• There should be opportunities for Reading for Pleasure at least 3 times a week. 
This could include the teacher reading aloud to the children for 15 minutes or the 
children having the opportunity to read independently. There should be a variety 
of reading opportunities. 

• Teachers should plan for this on their medium-term plans using texts that are 
appropriate. These could link to other areas of the curriculum. 

• The 50 reads books in the library are highlighted to encourage pupils to read a 
range of authors and genres, as well as different texts types from the 5 Plagues 
of Reading. 

• Children are encouraged to use the Book Exchange to swap a book for an 
alternative 

• All children have weekly access to the library to change their reading book. Free 
readers have an additional title allocated to them. 

• We promote the library as a pleasurable reading space. 

7. Assessment of Reading 

• Use weekly comprehension lessons to assess children’s skills in different reading 
domains. 

• Teachers to build on where children are at from previous year as they move into 
next year. 

• Use our Insight tracking system to assess against KPIs relevant to their age group 
or ability if working below that standard. 

• Complete standardised tests three times a year as part of the PIXL assessments 
for every year group and 6 and twice a year for other years. 

• Informal assessments are available using PiXL [1] and Reading Viper [2] materials. 
• Use of Question Level Analysis to pinpoint areas that need targeted teaching or 

intervention as part of future planning. 
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• Teacher to take note of the positive areas when marking tests and the areas that 
need to be improved. Teachers to use this knowledge to inform planning. 

• Salford Reading Tests will be completed three times a year at the end of each big 
term in December, March/April and July. Data should be used to review children 
against the book band they are reading at. 

8. Techniques for teaching reading 

There are many different techniques you may use in the teaching of reading including: 
• highlighting texts, 
• chopping up texts, 
• circling key words, 
• skimming and scanning texts, 
• identifying key phrases in a text etc., 
• drama, 
• teacher modelling, 
• pupil as the marker, 
• Reading Karate 

9. References 
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gb/browse/comprehension-plus. [Accessed 30 September 2022]. 

[3]  Alfred Street Junior School, “Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy”. 

[4]  Alfred Street Junior School, “Online Safety Policy”. 

[5]  Alfred Street Junior School, “ICT Acceptable Use Policy”. 

 

 

10. Safeguarding 

Safeguarding our children is our priority – see Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy [3]. 

Online safety lessons are conducted regularly within the school to help to ensure that 
children stay safe online – see Online Safety Policy [4] and ICT Acceptable Use Policy [5] 

All concerns must be reported to our Designated Safeguarding leads: 
Mrs K O’Connor, Mr C Butler and Mrs S Smith. 
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Appendix 1. Reading Overview 

Assessments: 

 

• PiXL assessments – three times a year 
• Reading Speed Tests for fluency – three times a year 
• Salford Reading and Comprehension ages – three times a year up to 6 times 

for bottom 20% 
• Phonics Screening Tests – on entry and as required 
• Sounds Write Screening Tests – every six weeks 

 

 

Weeks Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Reading Focus 2 Word Reading, Decoding & 
Fluency 

VIPERS FOCUS - Vocabulary 

RF 1 The child as a 
reader RF 2 

Give/Explain 
meaning of words 

A
ut

um
n 

Te
rm

 1
 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. Can read age 
appropriate 
texts with a 

good level of 
fluency and 

stamina 

e. Can read 200 
words at 

expected level 
in 5 minutes 

f. Gives 
meaning to new 
language using 
the context in 

which it appears 

b. Can use a 
range of 

strategies to 
decode 

unfamiliar 
words 

c. Can read 
and 

understand 
the meaning 
of words with 
prefixes from 
the Year 3/4 
curriculum 

 

b. Can use a range 
of strategies to 

decode unfamiliar 
words without 
impacting on 

overall fluency 

c. Can read and 
understand the 

meaning of words 
with prefixes from 

the Year 5/6 
curriculum 

1b. Can skim texts to 
get the general idea 
of the content of a 

piece 

1c. Can scan texts to 
find particular 
information 

1d. Can read aloud 
with intonation that 

shows 
understanding 

2b. Can find and 
copy one 

word/groups of 
words with a 

particular meaning 

2c. Can find words in 
a text that most 

closely match the 
meaning of a given 

word 

2 
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 Reading Focus 3 Comprehension Retrieval 

VIPERS FOCUS - Retrieval 

RF 3 Retrieve & 
Record Information 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. Shows 
understanding 
of main points 
with reference 

to the text 
(who, what, 

where, when, 
how, why) 

b. Can read 
closely to 

obtain specific 
information 

c. Can identify, 
select and 

highlight key 
words in a 

sentence to 
answer recall 

questions 

a. Understands 
and explains 

the main 
points from 
what they 
have read, 
with direct 

reference to 
the text 

b. Identify 
explicit details 
from the text, 
showing the 

section of the 
text they 
found the 

information 

f. Is able to 
explain how 
paragraphs 
have been 

used to 
organise a text 

a. Retrieves key 
details and some 
quotations from 

the text to 
demonstrate 

understanding of 
key 

details/information 
in a text 

b. Identify explicit 
details from the 

text, showing 
exactly where in 

the text they found 
the information 

f. Recognises 
common 

themes/styles in 
texts written by the 

same author 

 

3a. Can retrieve key 
details and 

quotations to 
demonstrate 

understanding of 
character, events 
and information 

3b. Can answer who, 
what, why, where, 
when, which, how 
questions, using 

direct reference to 
and quotes from the 

text 

3c) Can provide 
developed 

explanations for key 
information, events, 

character actions 
and motivations 

(which are deeply 
rooted in the text) 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reading Focus 4 Comprehension – Inference 

VIPERS FOCUS - Inference 

RF 5 Make 
inference from the 

text explain & 
justify 

5 

 

 

 

 

b. Can discuss 
the actions of 

the main 
characters and 

justify views 

b. Is able to 
describe the 

actions of 
characters in a 
text and begin 

to explain 
them, in the 

d. Can prove or 
disprove simple 

statements about a 
character by 

finding evidence in 
a text 

5a. Can search for 
simple clues within 
the text to support 
‘reading between 

the lines’ 
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using evidence 
from the text 

d. Can make 
inferences 

about 
characters' 
actions in a 
story based 

upon evidence 
from the text 

context of the 
narrative 

d. Can make 
inferences 

about 
characters' 
actions in a 

story based on 
evidence from 

the text 

f. Can empathise 
with a character's 

motives and 
behaviours 

5b. Can make 
developed 

inferences drawing 
on evidence from 
the text and wider 

personal experience 

5e. Can explain and 
justify inferences, 

providing evidence 
from the text to 

support reasoning 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 WHOLE SCHOOL POETRY WEEK 

VIPERS FOCUS – Poetry (Any) 

  1c. Can 
recognise some 
different forms 
of poetry (for 
example, free 

verse, narrative 
poetry) 

8a. Can listen to 
and discuss a 
wide range of 

poetry  

1c. Is familiar 
with different 

types of 
poetry 

8a. 
Confidently 
discusses a 

range of 
reading 

experiences 
with peers and 

adults 

1d. Can read and 
discuss the 

construction and 
meaning of 

different types of 
poetry 

a. Makes links 
between own 

reading 
experiences and 

that of others 

1f. Can compare, 
contrast and 

evaluate different 
texts 

4e. Can identify the 
main message in a 

poem 

8a. Can identify a 
range of figurative 

language e.g. 
metaphor, simile, 

alliteration, idioms, 
euphemism, 

personification etc. 

 

Weeks Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Reading Focus 5 Language in Context & Choice of 
Language VIPERS FOCUS - Vocabulary 

RF 8 How meaning is 
enhanced through 

word choice 

 A
ut

um
n 

Te
rm

 2
 1 

 

 

 

 

a. Can discuss 
word meanings, 

linking new 
meanings to 
those they 

already know 

a. Can discuss 
word meanings, 
based on their 

existing 
vocabulary 
knowledge 

a. Explains 
clearly how 
vocabulary 

choices affect 
meaning in a 

8b. Can comment 
upon the use and 

effect of the author's 
language on the 

reader 



 

 

 

Reading Policy  Alfred Street Junior School   Page 10 of 21 

 

 e. Can collect 
words from their 
reading to use in 
their own writing 

 

e. Uses new 
language from 

their own 
reading 

experiences in 
their written 
and spoken 

work 

range of text 
types 

e. Confidently 
uses new 

language from 
their own 
reading 

experiences in 
their written 
and spoken 

work 

8d. Can identify what 
impression a 

word/words give the 
reader 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reading Focus 6 Comprehension – Responding to 
the Text VIPERS FOCUS – Explain 

RF 9 Make comparisons 
within the text 

3 

 

 

 

 

a. Is beginning to 
identify the 

author's main 
purpose for 
writing - 'He 

doesn't want any 
more turtles to 

be killed' 

b. Is beginning 
to identify main 

ideas drawn from 
more than one 

paragraph 

a. Identifies the 
main purpose 

of a text 

b. Discusses 
ideas from 

throughout a 
text e.g. how a 
conclusion may 
be linked to an 

opening 

a. Explains the 
inclusion of 

different 
sections of a 

text i.e. tables in 
NF, flashbacks 
in narrative etc 

9a. Can make 
accurate and 
appropriate 

comparisons within 
texts 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reading Focus 2 Word Reading, Decoding & 
Fluency 

VIPERS FOCUS – Vocabulary/Inference 

RF 1 The child as a 
reader 

RF 4 Summarise 
main ideas 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

g. Can recognise 
and read a range 

of suffixes and 
use these to 
construct the 
meaning of 

words in context 
e.g. …tion, …ive, 

…ic 

h. Can recognise 
an increasing 

range of 
punctuation (. CL 
! ? " ", ') and use 

this to add 

d. Can read and 
understand the 

meaning of 
words with 

suffixes from 
the Year 3/4 
curriculum 

e. Uses a range 
of punctuation 
to add meaning 
to what they are 

reading 

f. Gives 
meaning to new 

d. Can read and 
understand the 

meaning of 
words with 

suffixes from 
the Year 5/6 
curriculum 

e. Explains how 
punctuation and 

sentence 
construction is 

used to 
enhance 
meaning 

1e. Can construct 
visual images 

4f. Can use 
information from the 
whole text to answer 
questions e.g. true 

or false 
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6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

expression and 
understanding to 

the text, 
including the 

apostrophe for 
omission 

language using 
the context in 

which it appears 

 

f. Uses 
knowledge of 

vocabulary and 
context to give 

meaning to new 
language 

7 WHOLE SCHOOL POETRY WEEK – CHRISTMAS POETRY 

VIPERS FOCUS – Poetry (Any) 

  8d. Can prepare 
poems to read 
aloud and to 

perform, 
showing 

understanding 
through 

intonation, tone, 
volume and 

action 

8d. Confidently 
reads a range of 

texts aloud, 
considering 
intonation, 

tone, volume 
and actions 

8d. Confidently 
presents texts 

aloud to a 
range of 

audiences 

8d. Confidently 
presents texts aloud 

to a range of 
audiences (Yr5 

Objective) 

 

Weeks Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Reading Focus 3 Comprehension Retrieval 

VIPERS FOCUS - Retrieval 

RF 3 Retrieve & 
Record Information 

Sp
rin

g 
Te

rm
 1

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d. Is beginning 
to scan for a 

specific purpose 
e.g. e. Is 

beginning to 
skim e.g. to 
search for 

adjectives which 
describe a 
character 

e. is beginning 
to skim e.g. to 

c. Is able to 
skim short 

passages to 
answer recall 

questions 

d. Is able to 
scan short 

passages to 
answer recall 

questions 

c. Is able to skim 
whole texts to 
answer recall 

questions 

d. Is able to scan 
whole texts to 
answer recall 

questions 

3d. Can provide 
straightforward 

explanations for the 
purpose of the 

language, structure 
and presentation of 

texts 

3e. Can identify 
whether statements 
from a text are fact 

or opinion 
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search for 
adjectives which 

describe a 
character 

h. Can 
understand and 
talk about the 
purpose of a 

specific 
paragraph e.g. it 

groups 
information 

together about… 

3f. Can decide 
whether statements 
about a text are true 
or false, using direct 
reference to the text 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reading Focus 4 Comprehension – Making 
Inferences VIPERS FOCUS - Inference 

RF 5 Make inference 
from the text 

explain & justify 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e. Can identify 
and discuss 
characters, 

speculating how 
they might 
behave and 

giving reasons 
linked to the 

text 

f. Can empathise 
with a 

character's 
motives and 
behaviour 

e. Can 
empathise 

with a 
character's 

motives and 
behaviours 

 

b. Explains 
isolated events 

from a text, in the 
context of the 

whole narrative 

e. Begins to use 
evidence from 

description, 
dialogue and 

action to support 
their ideas 

5c. Can use clues 
from action, dialogue 

and description to 
interpret meaning 

5d. Can prove or 
disprove a statement 

about character or 
setting by finding 

evidence in the text 

5f. Can empathise 
with different 

characters' points of 
view 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reading Focus 5 Language in Context and Choice 
of Language VIPERS FOCUS - Vocabulary 

RF 7 Identify/Explain 
how content is related 

and contributes to 
meaning 

5 

 

 

b. Can recognise 
adjectives, 

adverbs/simple 
adverbial 

b. Can identify 
descriptive 

devices within 
a text i.e. 

b. Recognises a 
range of 

descriptive 
devices including 

7a. Can 
identify/explain how 

the sequence of 
events in narrative 
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phrases and 
similes 

d. Can comment 
on the author's 

choice of 
language to 
create mood 

and build 
suspense e.g. 

suddenly is used 
to show that 
something 

surprising is 
coming next 

expanded 
noun phrases, 

adverbial 
phrases, 

similes etc 

d. Can identify 
language 

used to create 
atmosphere 
and discuss 

why this 
language has 
been chosen 

figurative 
language 

d. Comments 
upon language 

choices/structures 
of different 

authors 
(particularly in 

poetry) 

fiction contributes to 
meaning as a whole 

7b. Can find and 
discuss evidence of 

themes and 
conventions in 

different genres and 
forms of text 

7d. Can identify key 
features such as 

setting, action, past 
events 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weeks Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Reading Focus 6 Comprehension – 
Responding to the Text) VIPERS FOCUS - 

Explain 

RF9 Make comparisons 
within the text 

Sp
rin

g 
Te

rm
 2

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Can explain 
how they think 

the author 
wants the 
reader to 
respond 

d. Can explain 
what the writer 

might be 
thinking - 'He 
thinks they are 
being mean' 

c. Is able to 
identify 

intended 
impact of a 

text and 
explain 

whether they 
feel the text 
has had the 

desired effect 

d. Discusses 
viewpoints in 
a text, where 

appropriate of 
more than 

one character 

b. Selects 
information 

from across a 
text to explain 

or illustrate 
their ideas 

9b. Can make comparisons 
about how a character 

changes e.g. their opinion, 
how they are different 
after a certain event 

2 
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 Reading Focus 4 Comprehension – Making 
Inferences VIPERS FOCUS – Predictions 

RF 4 Summarise main 
ideas from more than 

one paragraph 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Can 
summarise the 

main points 
from a 

passage or a 
text 

 

c. Can 
summarise 
the main 

points from a 
section of text 

c. Can 
summarise the 

main points 
from a whole 

text 

4a & b. Can accurately and 
selectively summarise 

main ideas, events, 
characters and information 

from fiction/non-fiction 

d. Can accurately order 
summaries of different 

paragraphs within a text 
4 

 

 

 

 

 Reading Focus 1 The Child as a 
Reader/Reading Focus 8 Oracy and Reading 

VIPERS FOCUS – Sequence or Summarise 

 

RF 4 Summarise main 
ideas from more than 

one paragraph 

 

5 1a. Is 
increasing 

their familiarity 
with a wide 

range of books 
(including fairy 
stories, myths 
and legends) 
and retelling 

some of these 
orally 8a. Can 
listen to and 

discuss a wide 
range of 

fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-
fiction and 
reference 

books or text 
books 

8b. Can 
participate in 

discussion 
about both 

books that are 

1a. Can 
discuss a 
range of 

books and 
texts that they 

have read, 
explaining key 

information 
and giving 

their opinion 
about it 

8a. 
Confidently 
discusses a 

range of 
reading 

experiences 
with peers 
and adults 

8b. Responds 
orally to texts 
read to them 

and those that 
they have 

read 

1a. Gives 
developed 

detail in 
discussion 

about a range 
of texts, 

including 
personal 
opinion 

8a. Makes links 
between own 

reading 
experiences 
and that of 

others 

8b. Constructs 
detailed 

responses 
about what 

they have read, 
demonstrating 

deep 
understanding 

4c. Can identify key details 
and use quotes for 

illustration 

4f. Can use information 
from the whole text to 

answer questions e.g. true 
or false 

2d. Can explain what 
words suggest about a 

given subject 
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read to them 
and those they 

read for 
themselves, 
taking turns 
and listening 

to what others 
say 

themselves, 
showing 

increasing 
maturity in 

the way they 
engage with 

the discussion 

and maturity 
as a reader 

 

 WHOLE SCHOOL PLAYSCRIPT/DRAMA WEEK 

VIPERS FOCUS – Playscript (Any) 

Reading Focus 8 – Oracy and Reading 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL 
PLAYSCRIPT/DRAMA 

WEEK 

VIPERS FOCUS – 
Playscript (Any) 

 

 6 d. Can prepare 
playscripts to 

read aloud and 
to perform, 

showing 
understanding 

through 
intonation, 

tone, volume 
and action 

e. Can read 
dialogue with 

expression 

d. Confidently 
reads a range 
of texts aloud, 
considering 
intonation, 

tone, volume 
and actions 

e. 
Demonstrates 
an ability to 

interpret how 
a character is 

feeling or 
behaving, 

when reading 
dialogue 

aloud. 

d. Confidently 
presents texts 

aloud to a 
range of 

audiences 

e. Uses 
information 
from the text 
to direct their 

presentation of 
it to others 

1d. Can read aloud with 
intonation that shows 

understanding 

1h. Can persevere with 
challenging texts (whole 

texts, including novels) to 
read with fluency, 

understanding and 
expression 

 

 

 

Weeks Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Reading Focus 3 Comprehension Retrieval 

VIPERS FOCUS - Retrieval 

RF 3 Retrieve & 
Record Information 

Su
m

m
er

 T
er

m
 1

 1 

 

 

 

 

f. Can recognise 
and talk about 

the main 
differences 

between fiction 

e. Can talk 
about key 
differences 

between text 
types, including 

texts of the 
same type but 

e. Can identify 
the text type 

according to key 
features 

g. Comments on 
the impact of 

3a Can interrogate a 
section of text to 
retrieve multiple 

details (A2) 
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and non-fiction 
texts 

g. Can identify 
the key features 
of different text 

types 

i. Can 
understand and 
talk about the 

features of page 
layout in non-

fiction texts e.g. 
titles, 

subheadings, 
labels, diagrams 

and charts 

written by 
different 
authors 

g. Is able to 
explain how the 

format and 
presentation of 
a text impacts 
on the reader 

organisational 
and 

presentational 
features of a text 

 

 

SATS PREPARATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reading Focus 4 Comprehension – Making 
Inferences VIPERS FOCUS – Predictions 

RF 6 Predict what 
might happen 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. Can make 
plausible 

predictions 
based on 

knowledge of 
the text (or of 

books on 
similar themes 
or by the same 

author) 

g. Can identify 
the language 
used to create 

mood 

a. Can make 
predictions 
based on 

knowledge of 
the text or 

similar reading 
experiences, 
giving clear 
reasons for 
their ideas 

 

a. Gives feasible, 
reasoned 

predictions 
based on 
evidence 

 

6a. Can make 
developed 

predictions that are 
securely rooted in the 

text 

6b. Can explain their 
prediction choices 

fully, using evidence 
from the text 

6c. Can make 
predictions about 

characters including 
how their behaviour 
may/may not change 

and how they 
may/may not appeal 

to the reader, 
justifying answers 

with reference to the 
text 

 

SATS PREPARATION 

 

4 
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Reading Focus 5 Language in Context and Choice of 
Language VIPERS FOCUS - Vocabulary 

RF 7 Identify/Explain 
how content is related 

and contributes to 
meaning 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Can identify 
how vocabulary 
choices affect 
meaning e.g. 

'Crept lets you 
know that he is 

trying to be 
quiet but also 
that he was 
going slowly 

because he did 
not want to be 

f. Can explain 
how simple and 

complex 
sentences 
influence 
meaning 

c. Can explain 
how vocabulary 
choices affect 
meaning in a 
range of text 

types 

f. Can discuss 
how the use of 

different 
sentence types 

changes the 
meaning of a 

passage 

 

b. Recognises a 
range of 

descriptive 
devices 

including 
figurative 
language 

f. Explains the 
use of sentence 

structures 
according to 

desired effect on 
the reader 

7c. Can identify and 
comment on the 

grammatical features 
of text 

7e. Can identify and 
comment on the 
presentational 
features of text 

7f. Can use text 
format and text 

features accurately to 
determine text type 

6 

 

Weeks Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Reading Focus 1 The Child as a Reader/Reading 
Focus 8 Oracy and Reading 

VIPERS FOCUS – Sequence or Summarise 

RF 6 Predict what 
might happen 
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Su
m

m
er

 T
er

m
 2

 
1 

 

1a. Is increasing 
their familiarity 

with a wide 
range of books 
(including fairy 
stories, myths 
and legends) 
and retelling 

some of these 
orally 

8a. Can listen to 
and discuss a 
wide range of 
fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-
fiction and 

reference books 
or text books 

b. Can 
participate in 

discussion 
about both 

books that are 
read to them 

and those they 
read for 

themselves, 
taking turns and 

listening to 
what others say 

1a. Can discuss 
a range of 

books and texts 
that they have 

read, explaining 
key information 
and giving their 
opinion about it 

8a. Confidently 
discusses a 

range of 
reading 

experiences 
with peers and 

adults 

8b. Responds 
orally to texts 
read to them 

and those that 
they have read 

themselves, 
showing 

increasing 
maturity in the 

way they 
engage with the 

discussion 

1a. Gives 
developed detail 

in discussion 
about a range of 
texts, including 

personal opinion 

8a. Makes links 
between own 

reading 
experiences and 

that of others 

8b. Constructs 
detailed 

responses about 
what they have 

read, 
demonstrating 

deep 
understanding 

and maturity as a 
reader 

 

6a. Can make 
developed 

predictions that are 
securely rooted in 

within visual 
representations 

6b. Can explain their 
prediction choices 

fully, using evidence 
from the visuals 

6c. Can make 
predictions about 

characters including 
how their behaviour 

may/may not 
change and how 

they may/may not 
appeal to the reader, 

justifying answers 
with reference to the 

visuals 

 

 Reading Focus 7 Comprehension – Themes & 
Conventions VIPERS FOCUS - Predict 

RF 7 Identify/Explain 
how content is related 

and contributes to 
meaning 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. Can make 
simple 

connections 
between books 

by the same 
author e.g. 'Dick 

King Smith 
often writes 

about animals' 

a. Uses their 
broad reading 
experiences to 
compare books 

by the same 
author or on a 
similar theme 

a. Identifies key 
themes and 

styles in books 
and extracts by a 
range of authors 

7b. Can identify and 
comment on the 

grammatical 
features of a text 

7e. Can identify and 
comment on the 
presentational 
features of text 

7f. Can use text 
format and text 

features accurately 
to determine text 

type 

3 
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 Reading Focus 6 Comprehension – Responding to 
the Text (RF9 Yr6) 

VIPERS FOCUS - Explain 

 

 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e. Is beginning 
to identify and 
comment on 

different points 
of view in the 

text 

f. Can simply 
evaluate specific 

texts with 
reference to text 
type e.g. these 

are good 
instructions 
because… 

e. Can evaluate 
the overall 

quality of a text, 
as well as the 
inclusion of 

specific features 

c. Compares the 
behaviour and 

feelings of 
different 

characters in a 
text 

TRANSITION UNIT 

Making videos for 
younger children 

about reading 
(Objectives taken 

from Year 5) 

Gives developed 
detail in discussion 
about a range of 
texts, including 

personal opinion 

Makes links between 
own reading 

experiences and that 
of others 

Constructs detailed 
responses about 

what they have read, 
demonstrating deep 
understanding and 
maturity as a reader 

 

 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  WHOLE SCHOOL POETRY WEEK 

VIPERS FOCUS – Poetry (Any) 

 6 1c. Can 
recognise some 
different forms 
of poetry (for 
example, free 

verse, narrative 
poetry) 

8a. Can listen to 
and discuss a 

1c. Is familiar 
with different 

types of poetry 

8a. Confidently 
discusses a 

range of 
reading 

1d. Can read and 
discuss the 

construction and 
meaning of 

different types of 
poetry 

a. Makes links 
between own 

reading 

8c. Can explain the 
effect of figurative 
language upon the 

reader 

8e. Can understand 
and recognise 

different forms of 
poetry, discuss their 

meaning and 
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wide range of 
poetry  

experiences with 
peers and adults 

experiences and 
that of others 

impact on the 
reader 
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Appendix 2. Expected Book Bands for each Year Group 

 

 


