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Headteacher : Mrs K O’Connor 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome to our very festive edition of the Gazette. We have had a lovely end to the term 
and were particularly proud of all the children who rose to the challenge during our 
Christmas Production. We were also delighted at well attended it was, as was our          
Christmas Fayre—so thank you to you all for your support.  

I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Best wishes 

Mrs O’Connor 

 Christmas at Alfo 

 
Children gave 

their Christmas Lunch 

from Love Food Caterers 

10/10 this year. 

The choir performing at the Serve   

Christmas Carol Service. 



 

Fond Farewells 

Mr Butler has had such a positive impact on so many children’s lives during his 24 year career 

here at Alfo, and we have no doubt that he will continue to benefit hundreds, if not thousands 

more children’s lives in the future. As a staff, we can’t thank him enough for all he has done to 

support and encourage us all. Each and every one of us have our own special memories of him. 

He will be sorely missed but we wish him all the very best in the future 

Mrs Eaton will also be missed, but we know that she will continue to use her many talents to  in 

the future. We thank her for everything she has done to benefit the school, its pupils, parents and 

staff. We wish her all the very best in the future. 

As a staff, we have also been lucky to have the most kind and caring colleague in Mrs Warren. 

She is always there with a listening ear or a hug when we’ve had a hard day, and there to put a 

smile on our faces and lift everybody’s spirits with her sense of humour. We are going to miss her 

terribly, and we want to thank her so much for all she’s done for this school and its pupils and 

staff over the years. We wish her all the best for the future. 

Jars full of  

memories 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent at Alfo 

We love a good old Alfo tradition, and this year was no different. This week, children have 
been busy making Christmas cards and calendars. We have also had a visit from the Alfo Elf 
and Mrs Eaton created one of the biggest Advent calendars you’ve ever seen! She worked 
tirelessly, with the help of the Y5 children, to create this fabulous 2022 calendar, which this 
year features ‘Nutty’ the Turkey. Each day, year groups took turns to reveal a new picture. 
Here are a selection of the pictures chosen:  



 

Our production started with the Y3/4 

children acting out the Nativity story. 

The Y5’s did a fantastic job of narrating 

and we all sang three songs in between 

the different scenes. We were so proud 

of the children  for entertaining us so 

well.   

To end the production, Y6 performed a 

dance to ‘Sleigh Ride’ by The Ronettes. 

Their dance moves were brilliant. To 

finish off the production, Y6 sang Mr 

Butler’s all time favourite Christmas 

song. All of the teachers thanked us and 

said how proud we had made them feel. 

By Heaven  



THE POPPY APPEAL AND REMEMBRANCE                                         

This term, Alfred Street Junior School pupils have been involved in 

the following events related to Remembrance: 

Our Y6 children were taught about WWII as their History topic in 

the Autumn Term.   

In October, Alfred Street Junior School held a Memorial Service in the Memorial Garden with invited guests, 

for the 82nd Anniversary of the bombing of the school. Mrs Joan Botterill (an ex-pupil who was there when 

the bomb fell) came in to give a talk to the children about her first-hand experiences and memories of that 

fateful day.  We had a minutes silence to remember the 7 children who died in that tragic event.   

Y6 pupils learned war-time songs in music lessons and    

performed these at the Coffee Morning for our visitors. 

In November, pupils took part in the Laying of the Crosses 

Service at Rushden War Memorial, where they laid  crosses 

for the fallen soldiers from WWI. Pupils also sold poppies 

and other remembrance merchandise at school for The 

Royal British Legion.   

 

 

‘I think it is important that children take part in  Remembrance events so that we never forget the           

soldiers who lost their lives for us.’  By Heaven 

‘We need to take the time to remember all of the people who 

fought for our country.’  By Jaden 

‘I think Remembrance Day should continue to be an important 

day for us all to stop and think, and they should never be          

forgotten.’ By Poppy 

The whole school        

carried out activities 

related to Armistice 

Day, including exploring 

the poem, ‘In Flanders Field’. The children also created Poppy      

artwork (including clay work) as seen in this display, which took 

pride of place in 

the hall this 

term. 

 



 

 

 

This term, the children have raised money for a   
number of charities, and their families have been 
very generous. Poppies were sold to raise money for 
the British Legion. Money was also raised for        
Children in Need and a local family. Food was       
generously donated for local food banks at Harvest time, and during Advent, the     
children wore Christmas Jumpers to raise money for Save the Children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

                                                                                                                                  

Thank you to everyone for your amazing support.               

Children in Need -  £58.00 

British Legion -  TBC 

Save the Children -  £65.25 

Local family—£73.40 

Christmas Disco 
Our Christmas Disco was such fun. After school, we changed into 
our disco clothes and to our surprise, Mr Butler, aka DJ Butler, was 
in charge of the music. He selected some great tunes and we 
danced the night away! Hot dogs, sweets, crisps and drinks were 
on offer which were delicious. We thank FOASS for organising and running this     
wonderful event and all the volunteers who supported on the night. The disco raised 
£231.73! 

Christmas Fayre 
Our fabulous Christmas Fayre and raffle, which was arranged in just 2 weeks, 
raised an impressive £351.40. All proceeds will benefit the children of Alfred 
Street. We are extremely grateful for the help and support of you all. Special 
thanks go to Michelle Young, Pam Bates, Marks and Spencers and all those who 
donated so generously to the event. We also want to say a special thank you to 
our new FOASS and Parent volunteers—without you these events could not have 
taken place. 

 We look forward to a number of events planned for the Spring term.  

  



In Science, we have been 
learning about space. We 
made a model of how the 
Earth moves around the sun.  
While the Earth orbits the 
sun, the moon orbits the 
Earth.   

By Olivia 

 
Our trip to the National Space Centre 
was fun. We really enjoyed going     
inside the planetarium and we learnt 
about the planets in the solar system.  
There were loads of interactive things 
to do. We enjoyed lifting up the     
different cans to see the effect of 
gravity on other planets.         

 

By Harley We & Charlie-Lee 

 
We investigated the 
craters left behind by 
asteroids. We      
measured their        
diameters and depth.  
We found out that the 
smallest asteroid made 
the deepest crater. 

 

By Charlotte-Ann 



 In DT, we have been developing our 
cooking skills. We made Pepperkaker 
and Lapskaus stew. Pepperkaker is        
Norwegian gingerbread. It was very 
delicious and it was interesting to 
learn about different foods.    

By Phoebe 

During our cooking, we learnt 
different skills—chopping, 
rolling, dicing, stirring and 
mixing.  We also learnt how 
to cook sausages.   

By Tyreece 



Shakespeare Class - Year 6 
English 
We have been working on our writing stamina with lots of short burst writing tasks this term. We are            
becoming more confident at using the full range of Y6 punctuation in short stories of 100 words or less. 
We have also used drama activities to develop our understanding of characters and to develop our confidence 
when performing to an audience.  By Tyler & Grace    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science 

In science, Shakespeare class have 

been learning about circuits and    

circuit diagrams. We made a bulb 

light up and found out about the     

limitation of bulbs a cell can handle. 

We also learned about the history of 

electricity and the scientists involved 

in its invention.      By Summer & Harry 

History/DT 

PSHE In PSHE we researched people with          

disabilities who lead amazing lives. We watched clips 

of Paralympians in action and then receiving their 

medal on the podium. Then we researched a          

Paralympic athlete/ sportsperson to find out about 

their life and achievements. We wrote a short 

presentation speech which included powerful and 

emotive words to celebrate their achievements.     

By Katherine & Jaycee-Rae     



 



 



In November, we held our annual ‘Anti-Bullying Week’           

activities to raise awareness. This started with ‘Odd Socks 

Day’, where we celebrated our differences and the diversity 

within our school. We carried out lots of activities about       

bullying, including drama, making games, as well as discussing 

bullying scenarios and how we could help in stopping bullying 

from happening.  Here’s a report on bullying, written by one 

the Alfo Anti-Bullying Ambassadors.  

What is Bullying?  

Bullying is where a behaviour is negative,            

repeated and intentional. It is not when you just 

fall out with your friend but then soon make it up 

again.   

Bullying can be physical, like kicking, hitting or 

punching. It can also be online, like sending nasty 

texts or sharing photos without permission.  It 

can be direct to the person’s face, or indirectly 

behind their backs. Bullying is usually carried our 

with the intention to hurt someone or to make 

them feel insecure and is repetitive. 

By Jacob and Lily-May,  



Another fun term in lunch club where the children have enjoyed 

eating lunch together, playing games, completing  jigsaws and       

using a range of collage materials to create their own designs. Free 

choice Friday, where the lego and our mini football /pool table  

make an appearance, continues to be popular!  





Weekly Awards 

On a Friday, we hold our weekly achievement assembly.  During the assembly, the Fab Friday Winners receive 
their certificates and have the opportunity to showcase their work. The class with the highest attendance for that 
week receive the Attendance Cup. The tidiest class receives the ‘Tidy Broom’ award and Team Points are also   
announced.   

Our ‘Fab Friday ‘ winners for this term were: 

Blyton Class (Y3s) Viky, Blake, Zed, Joshua, Ruby, Gracie 

Blyton Class (Y4s) Keelan, Marley, Olivia, Evony, Freddie, Olivia, Harrison  

Blackman Class : Evie, Logan, Megan, Caitlyn, Evelina, Oscar 

Shakespeare Class: Poppy, Amy, Jacob, Heaven, Jaden, Maisie, Lukas 

Our ’Tidy Broom’ award has been won by: Blackman, Blackman, Blackman 

Our ‘Attendance Cup’ winners were : Blyton 3, Blyton 4, Shakespeare, Blackman, Blyton4 , Blyton3  

    

    

Tigers won the team point challenge.  

They were awarded  a mufti – day to celebrate their victory. 

 

This term’s Alfo Awards were awarded for progress or attainment, along with an award 

for one of our values - this term’s value was empathy. 

BLYTON Y3s BLYTON Y4s BLACKMAN SHAKESPEARE 

Excellence 

Travis 

Passion 

Layla 

Excellence 

Evie 

Excellence 

Lily S 

Resilience 

Shae 

Communication 

Martha 

 

Empathy 

Olivia 

Resilience 

Bryan 

  1260 1136 



January 

Tuesday 3rd—Training Day 

Wednesday 4th—Children return to school 

                Y6 Swimming starts 

Monday 23rd—Y5/6 Bikability starts (see separate communication) 

Friday 27th—Y6 Holocaust Memorial Day 

Monday 30th—NSPCC ‘Stay Safe, Speak Out’ Assembly 

February 
Wednesday 1st—Y5/6 Boccia Sports Event (selected children) 

Monday 6th  - Alfo Values Awards Ceremony (invitation only) 

    Come and See Session for Parents, 3.40pm (information to follow) 

Tuesday 7th—Come and See Session for Parents, 9.00am (information to follow) 

Thursday 9th— Y5&6 NSPCC ‘Stay Safe, Speak Out’ Workshops (information to follow) 

Friday 10th—Athlete Visit 

                      Last day of term 

Extra Curriculum Clubs - Spring Term 1 

Here are the clubs on offer for Spring Term 1, and these will run until the end of the half term.             
All clubs are free and you can sign up via ParentApp. 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3.35 -
4:30 

Basketball  

Y3/4 

 Badminton 

Year 5/6  

  Archery 

Year 5/6  


