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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We have had another fantastic term and it never ceases to amaze me how many learning           

opportunities we manage to fit in! It has been lovely to see so many of you back in school and 

supporting our events. We are all looking forward to some brighter weather this term and have 

lots planned for our last term of the year. In the term ahead, we will also be preparing our Year 6’s 

for Secondary School and our Alfred Street Pupils will have the opportunity to spend time in their 

new classes ready for September.  We hope you enjoy the final term. 

Mrs O’Connor 

               

 

We would really              
appreciate donations of: 
Good condition Bric-a-brac, 
books, toys, cuddly toys, 
sweets (for prizes), cakes 
and raffle prizes.  
Please send any             
donations in with your 
child on Tuesday 7

th
 June. 



 

 

For our Mission Week this term, we studied Bear Grylls. He is an inspira-

tional figure for many reasons and the children were in awe at his accom-

plishments. For one of our missions, the children had to transport water 

from one location to another without spilling it! They only had limited 

resources to transport the water and were fixed into positions as a result 

of unstable ground. Negotiation, communication and team work skills 

were essential to be successful in this mission. All teams returned to base 

with some water!   

To finish off our    

Roman topic, we 

made catapults. We 

all used a saw, (most 

of us for the first 

time) it was tricky 

but we didn't give 

up!  

Within both English and             

Geography, we have learnt all 

about volcanoes. We have        

discovered how they are formed,  

why they happen, where they are 

located and lots of other           

information. Then, as part of our 

DT unit, we have designed and 

created our own volcano. After 

half-term we are going to explode 

them too!  

 

Wow! What an amazing term we have had! You are all amazing and have well and truly earnt your Half-Term 

Break. Have a lovely time together. Don’t forget to email any pictures to share with us when we are back.  

Special mention to 

Olivia for always 

creating fantastic 

homework!  

As part of our rocks and soils topic, 

we learnt about the components of 

soil and how it is formed. To help us 

learn about the importance of all the 

elements in the soil we made mini 

compost bins—worms included! The 

children really enjoyed this activity—

however I was not so keen!  



 

Year 4 Times Table Check In June 

All our children in year 4 will be taking part in a statutory times table check. The purpose of the multiplication check is to       
determine whether pupils can recall their times tables fluently, which is essential for future success in 
mathematics. All children are expected to be able to recall all tables up to 12 x 12. The test consists of 
25 multiplication questions and the children have 6 seconds to recall the answer for each one. This is 
similar to the ‘sound check’ children complete regularly in school on Times Table Rockstars.  

 

In computing, we have been 

learning about animations.  We 

drew our own pictures and 

learnt how to use the onion   

skinning tool. Once we had a  

series of pictures, we could play 

our animations.   

By Eowyn  

In our swimming lessons, we 

have learnt how to do        

mushroom floats.  We have 

also been improving our front 

crawl technique. I really       en-

joyed jumping into the     wa-

ter. 

By Mason 

In Art, we looked at the 

work of Giuseppe           

Arcimboldo.  We then used 

pictures of fruit and       

vegetables to make our 

own fruit faces.  It was 

very challenging. 

By Hattie 

This term, we finished off our 

topic on food by making our own 

pizzas.  First, we made our dough 

and then we had to knead it.  

Whilst it was rising, we prepared 

our toppings.  We had lots of fun 

making them and we used our     

school values of teamwork and 

resilience.  They were yummy!  

By Charlotte-Ann & Evie 

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check  



 

Blackman Class - Year 5 
Our class author is Malorie Blackman.  She is a British writer who held the position of         

Children's Laureate from 2013 to 2015.  She primarily  writes literature and television drama 
for children and young adults, often using science fiction to explore social and ethical issues.                                           

Science - Forces 
 

This term, our Science has been focused around the topic of 

‘Forces’.  First of all we identified the different types of forces 

and how they act on different objects.  Next, we learnt that 

the person who discovered gravity was Sir Isaac Newton, and 

this is why we now measure forces in ‘Newtons’. We learnt 

about the relationship between mass 

and weight, and used Newton metres 

and scales to make direct comparisons.   

During our work on ’Air Resistance’, we 

designed parachutes of varying sizes so 

we could investigate which sized canopy 

caused the most air resistance.  We 

found that the larger the canopy, the longer it took the     

parachute to fall, whereas the smaller the canopy, the     

quicker it took the           

parachute to fall. In our 

lesson on water  resistance, 

we did a mini investigation 

to find out which shape 

piece of clay would sink in 

the water the fastest. We 

found that the cone sank 

the fastest because it was the most streamline.   

History - Invaders and Settlers 

In History, we have been learning about the Anglo Saxons 

and Vikings. First we explored what Britain was like before 

the Viking invasion. We researched facts about Anglo Saxon 

life.  In 787AD, the Vikings arrived in Britain.  When the    

Vikings came from Scandinavia, they first attacked the     

islands of Scotland (because it was closer), then they worked 

their way down the British Isles. We found out about the 

Viking settlement of Britain, and how it affected the Anglo 

Saxons. When the Vikings attacked Wessex, King Alfred paid 

them to stay out of Wessex using Danegeld.  This worked for 

a while, but after many battles, it was decided that the        

Vikings could have the north of Britain and the rest was to 

be left to the Anglo Saxons. We identified key facts about 

some of the Anglo Saxon kings. We then had a debate to 

decide if King Alfred should keep the title ‘Great’, or if that 

title should go to King Athelstan. After that, we explored 

what life was like for the Vikings being in Britain. We used a 

fiction text (Beowulf) to explore  life in Britain with the       

Vikings.  

 

 

Mission Week - Leif Erikson 

We began the Summer term by learning about another inspirational  figure during 

our ‘Commando Joe’ Mission Week.  This time, we were studying the life of ‘Leif 

Erikson’.  Leif Erikson was the son of Erik the Red, founder of the first European 

settlement on what is now called Greenland.  Born in Iceland around A.D. 970, 

Erikson sailed to Norway around A.D. 1000, where King Olaf I converted him to Christianity.  

It is believed that Erikson sailed off course on his way back to Greenland and landed on the 

North American continent, where he explored a region he called Vinland. After spending the 

winter in Vinland, Leif sailed back to Greenland, and never returned to North American shores. 

He is generally believed to be the first  European to reach the North 

American continent, nearly four  centuries before Christopher Columbus 

arrived in 1492. 

As part of our Mission Week, we re-enacted one of Leif’s journey from 

Greenland to Norway. Our teams had to stay together in our ‘longboats’ and 

find the best route, avoiding the icebergs (tyres) and sharks (barrels).  We 

demonstrated some great teamwork during this mission.  



  

 



Gardening Club 

These are our 'Green Finger Growers' for this year's gardening club.  
We have spent a couple of weeks preparing the soil with lots of weeding and rock finding. The 
children have planted some vegetables in our garden, and we have sown seeds which have 
already started to germinate.  
The school has been lucky this year with donations of vegetables from Waitrose and also our 
governor, Carol Kirby. 
Finally, if anyone has any small trowels at home that they don't use, we would love to have 
them. 
 
We will post updates next term on the progress of our vegetables.     Mrs Pearson 

Lunch Club 

 

 



Meditation  
 

Meditation is when a person or a group of people sit, close their eyes and relax. We 
had calm music on while we laid on the mats. We warmed up using yoga stretches. 
These are important because we have been sitting down all day  - which is not very 
good for our spines. My favourite stretch is the anaconda because it really stretches 
and relaxes the spine.  

Mrs Eaton taught us the sway—when you close your eyes 
with your arms out. Then you sway from side to side like 
your arms are the branches of a tree in the breeze. 
Ever since I joined this meditation group, I have been       
sleeping much better. I had been finding it hard as I’ve been 
stressed about SATs and Secondary schools. I now use the 
techniques I’ve learned to help 
me relax by imagining I’m    
outside with nature.                     
By Hebe 
 
Mrs Eaton said she has been        
delighted with the progress the 
group have made in being able to 
discuss their anxieties  during the 
sessions. 

Y3/4 Quick - Sticks Hockey Tournament 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Quicksticks Hockey is a new game to introduce young people to the game of hockey. It is 4-a-side, can 

be played on any surface, and uses a larger, lighter and safer ball. It is a fun, fast, safe and exciting game 

that has been designed so that anyone can deliver the game, regardless of previous hockey experience.  

Mr Butler took a team of 4 children to a tournament at Raunds Manor School. They did really well and 

are now through to the regional finals . They worked fantastically well as a team, supporting and         

encouraging each other and really enjoyed themselves. 

This is the anaconda  (cobra) pose 



Can you solve the following puzzles? 



 

 

 

Children were given the opportunity to explore inside the cab of the vehicle and got to see      

first-hand the view from the driver’s seat. The experienced road safety presenters conducted a  

practical demonstration about the dangers posed by lorries. They discussed stopping distances 

and driver blind spots with the children, with the aim of them being more aware of how to keep 

safe whilst out on our streets. 

     Wickes Road Safety Visit 

I learned about the different types of        

crossings so I know where to cross safely.               

By Matthew 

I learned about the engine on the lorry and 

about how the driver checks that the wheel 

nuts are tight. By Jenson 

I learned how 

many cameras the 

driver has in his 

cab.  By Owen 



     

 

Ed Stafford was our inspirational person this half term. He 

was born in Leicestershire in 1975 and joined the army be-

coming an officer.  

He loves adventures and decided to try and set a world rec-

ord for walking the length of the Amazon River. He faced 

many challenges along the way, being bitten by thousands 

of insects, but final reached the end of his journey after 860 

grueling days.  By Jaden 

Science 

We have been working on our new science unit 

‘Animals including Humans’. We have labelled the 

parts of our digestive systems and are now focusing 

on the circulatory system. It is important that we 

know the main parts of the system. 

These are: 

• Heart, a muscular organ that pumps blood 
throughout your body. 

• Blood vessels, which include your arteries, veins 
and capillaries. 

• Blood , made up of red and white blood cell,     
plasma and platelets.        By Sophie 

Mission Week 

English 

In English we wrote discussion texts on                       

deforestation—we had to include reasons for and 

against and then give our own opinions. We had to 

use a range of punctuation and also technical           

vocabulary ,which we have already learned in our    

Geography topic. 

By Pixie 

We are working on persuasive tourist leaflets to        

persuade people that Brazil is an appealing place to 

visit. We researched hotels, places of interest,         

football,  carnivals and the wildlife 

in the rainforest as well as trips 

along the River Amazon.  Emilis   

PSHE  

We have been learning about how our mental health 

needs looking after. We found out that the feelings 

some of us have are perfectly normal and that some 

stress in our lives is normal and makes us stronger. 

We watched videos and discussed  different scenarios 

about people who were finding their situations hard. 

We worked in groups to think of  advice we could give 

them to help.  By Hebe &  Pixie 

 

Art work inspired by Henri Rousseau 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge well done to all the Y6 children after a 

tough week completing their SATs tests. We 

would like to congratulate all of them on all their 

hard work during the week’s assessments. The 

children really gave their all in each test and we 

are so proud of the positive attitude they all 

showed.  



Weekly Awards 

On a Friday, our Fab Friday Winners receive their certificates and have the opportunity to showcase their 
work. The class with the highest   attendance for that week receive the Attendance Cup. The tidiest class 
receives the ‘Tidy Broom’ award and Team Points are also announced.   

Our ‘Fab Friday ‘ winners for this term were: 

BLYTON : Bronwen, Molly - Mai, Logan, Keelan, Harrison & 
Lily 

DAHL : Oakleigh, Blossom, Nicolai, Harley We, Stephen & 
Bella & Ellie - May  

BLACKMAN : Josh, Bhavini, Katherine, Linda, Bryan, Tyler, 
Lily, Jacob & Lucas 

SHAKESPEARE : Callum, Lily VP, Cullyn, Matthew, Kayden, 

All Y6, Hebe, Lily W & Lilly-Rose 

 

 

Our fantastic Alfo Awards continue, along with a new academic award for progress or attain-
ment, for each class. Well done to the following children! 

Blyton  Dahl Blackman Shakespeare 

Excellence 

Sophia 

Excellence 

Artur 

Excellence 

Mason 

Excellence 

Jaden 

Passion 

Stephen 

Passion 

Mason 

Passion 

Lily 

Teamwork 

Hebe 

Our ’Tidy Broom’ award has been 
won by:  Dahl,  Shakespeare, Blyton, 
Blackman, Blackman, Dahl  

Our ‘Attendance Cup’ winners were :  

      Shakespeare x 3     Dahl x2   

                      Blyton x1 

 

    

   15    13    13    10 



Extra Curriculum Clubs  

 

 

June 

Tuesday 7th - Pupils return to school 

                         Choir to sing for Inner Wheel at Masonic Hall  

Wednesday 8th—Year 6 start swimming lessons 

Friday 10th -  Platinum Jubilee Day (see additional Information) 

Saturday 11th - Choir to perform at the Walled Garden Hall Park 

Monday 13th - Assessment Week—Y3/4/5 and Jubilee Art Week  

Monday 20th -  Healthy Week—afternoon activities 

Friday 24th— Sports Day Activity Morning and Dance Afternoon (weather permitting, information to fol-

low) 

Monday 27th— ‘Come and See’ opportunity to see your child’s work after school (information to follow) 

Tuesday 27th—’Come and See’ opportunity to see your child’s work at the start of school day (information 

to follow) 

July 

Friday 1st—Sports Day Plan B (if cancelled due to bad weather on 24th June) 

Thursday 7th—Transition Day (information to follow) 

Thursday 8th—Transition Day 

Monday 11th - Pupil’s reports out to parents 

Tuesday 12th  - Y6 Production to Parents (afternoon & evening session) 

Friday 15th—French Day, Y6 Leavers Disco and Y6 Camp Out (TBC) 

Monday 18th—Alfo Awards (invitation only) 

Wednesday 20th—Reward Day  

Thursday 21st—Y6 leavers assembly (parents invited, information to follow) 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

12:00 - 1.00 Sports Crew Sports Crew Sports Crew Sports Crew Sports Crew 

Choir 

3.35—4.30 Y3/4 Gardening 

Rounders' Y5/6 

Athletics Y3/4 Dance Y6  Cricket Y5/6 


