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  April 2022 

Headteacher : Mrs Kelly O’Connor 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I hope you all enjoyed your Easter break. Welcome to our bumper edition of the Alfo    
Gazette which includes highlights from our 150th Celebrations—what a fantastic            
celebration we had!  
This term, plans are under way to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and these will 
be shared with you in due course. We are also hoping that we will continue to be able to 
welcome you back into school, to be part of the fantastic experiences that are taking 
place. 
 
Best Wishes, Mrs O’Connor 
  

 

 

 

 

Consultation regarding the possible Amalgamation of Alfred 

Street Junior Schools and Tennyson Road Infants. 

There are currently three options being explored: 
• Option 1 – maintaining things as they currently are 
• Option 2 – one of the schools is closed and the other extends its age range 
• Option 3 – both schools are closed, and a new primary school established 
 

Have your say, consultation ends at midnight on Friday 29th April. You can have your say by completing the online 

questionnaire-the questionnaire, supporting documents  and further information can be found at: https://

northnorthants.citizenspace.com/.../tennyson_rd.../ 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fnorthnorthants.citizenspace.com%2Fschools-and-education%2Ftennyson_rd_and_alfred_st_schools_march2022%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0xL9Xg49zYa8vQT8IHQAEnzmgAqFjRafb96UL9WlSpTnPy7S5JSYRJZgs&h=AT1QQS_ru4laLC9lzt6I-sKv-v9C9gDznZ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fnorthnorthants.citizenspace.com%2Fschools-and-education%2Ftennyson_rd_and_alfred_st_schools_march2022%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0xL9Xg49zYa8vQT8IHQAEnzmgAqFjRafb96UL9WlSpTnPy7S5JSYRJZgs&h=AT1QQS_ru4laLC9lzt6I-sKv-v9C9gDznZ


 

 

Well - what a fantastic celebration we had at our 150th Anniversary of Alfred Street 
Junior School!  

The day began very early with BBC Radio Northampton broadcasting about our 
event from 7am-9am. Mrs. O’Connor, governors, and some past and present pupils 
were all interviewed. Mr. Butler was also interviewed later in the day. 

During the morning, whilst the children all focused on learning about the history 
of our beloved school in their classrooms, over 100 visitors joined us for our     
community event. As well as tours of the school, guests were serenaded by the 
school choir, treated to a display of Maypole dancing and Sword Dancing, as well 
as sharing memories of their school days. A fantastic display of memorabilia was 
set up, which really told the story of the history of our school.  

Vice Lord-Lieutenant for Northamptonshire, Morcea Walker, planted a tree in the 
school’s memorial garden helped by Mrs. O'Connor and former Headteachers—Mr. 
Curtis and Mr. Kidney. A time-capsule was also buried, so that future generations 
will one day learn of the celebrations of today. 

Mayor of Rushden, Cllr. Melanie Coleman, cut a celebratory cake that was shared 
by the visitors. 

The afternoon was all about the current pupils, who enjoyed a jam-packed          
afternoon of partying! The children from Tennyson Road Infant School also joined 
us for the fun and games. Each group rotated around different activities including: 
two party game rooms, face painting, an ice-cream van, children’s entertainer and      
circus skills, and a bouncy castle. The afternoon concluded with party food back in 
our classrooms before the children headed home exhausted but happy with a 
framed photo of our ‘150’ drone picture, a cake, sweet treat and a balloon.  

In the evening, a reunion for past pupils and staff took place. Again, over 100    
people came together to share memories and reminisce about old times. A        
fantastic time was had by all.  

A huge thank you to Mrs. O’Connor, Governors: Lynne Baker and Carol Kirby, as 
well as our Chair of Governors, Linnet Smith and all the staff and pupils who have 
worked so hard to make the day a success. Also, thank you to all the parents and 
community members who donated to our fundraising. Again, without your        
support, this event could not have happened.  



We were overwhelmed by the generosity and  support from our 

local community.  

We would like to say thank you to all of those who supported us 

and make special thanks to: 



Raffle Prizes 

Winning tickets 

A huge thank you to everyone who purchased raffle tickets  

for the school’s 150th celebration. 

Pink 404 

Blue 124 

Blue 268 

Pink 229 

Yellow 183 

Purple 144 

Purple 274 

Blue 662 

Pink 179 

Pink 359 

Purple 19 

Blue235 

Pink 424 

Blue 546 

Blue 112 

Purple 315 

Blue 557 

Pink 338 

Purple 36 

Purple 326 

Blue 66 





Daytime events 

 

Maypole  Dancing 

Sword Dance 

Choir 

Some of our many visitors 



 Children’s Party 

 



 Children’s Party 

 



World Book Day 
WORLD BOOK DAY 2021 
 
We may be in a global pandemic, but Alfred Street Junior School still rose to the  
occasion to celebrate World Book Day 2021. Whether the children were taking part 
remotely or in school, a fantastic celebration of all things literary was shared by all. 
Children and staff came dressed-up as some of their favourite book characters and 
wowed us with their imaginative costumes.  
  
Visitors to school included: The Cat in the Hat, Ginny Weasley, a hobbit, Greg     
Heffley (from Diary of A Wimpy Kid), Minnie the Minx (causing mischief around the 
place with her catapult), Wally (yes we found him!), Stanley Yelnats from Holes, a 
Death Eater (or Death Eaton – as she preferred to be called), Sherlock Holmes,  
Paddington Bear, the Wicked Witch of the West (with the most amazing crooked nose), a skeleton, Minnie Mouse, a 
footballer, Dorothy, Cinderella, Wonder Woman and Alice to name but a few. 
Our latest enrichment day began with an assembly to introduce the purpose of World Book Day, check out the free 
books on offer in 2022 and to view the amazing costumes of the children at home and school. We were really              
impressed with the effort that so many of the children went to! 
 
During the day, staff shared their favourite stories and a range of activities were completed to get us  excited about 
books. Thank you to all of who got involved so enthusiastically in World Book Day 2021, and we hope that you enjoyed 
the experience. We now want to keep the momentum going, and hope that the love of reading that the pupils showed 
on World Book Day will continue into their coming days, months and years ahead. Reading is truly a lifetime pleasure 
that can be enjoyed anytime and anywhere.  
Keep reading! 



   

 

 

 

Science  

We have worked hard to develop our knowledge of light      

discovering how we see a reflection and how shadows are 

formed. As part of our topic, we investigated which materials 

were translucent, transparent and opaque, before designing 

curtains for a baby’s bedroom. We finished our topic by making 

shadow puppets and learning how to make our shadow move 

to create an action scene.  

English  

At the beginning of term, we walked into our classroom and 

our chairs were GONE! They were completely fed up with 

not being used correctly so they quit. We had to learn how 

to write persuasively so we could write them a letter         

persuading them to return. Thankfully they did and        

hopefully they will stay now. Our use of fronted adverbials, 

expanded nouns and 

punctuation has             

developed well this 

term.  Art  

This term, frescoes have been our focus. We have 

looked at examples from different eras and      

researched their importance and significance 

during the Roman period. Using watercolour, we 

learnt how to mix colour to create secondary and 

tertiary tones before drafting our fresco. Finally, 

we coated blocks of wood in plaster and quickly 

painted our design. It was a tricky skill but we all 

showed our value of Resilience.  

History  

Our Roman topic has taught us how different daily life was 

in Roman Britain to when the Celts ruled. We learnt about 

the advances in civilisation, housing and the army. We have 

discovered how fearless Boudicca was in leading her Iceni 

tribe, after the Roman’s broke their deal with her husband. 

Looking at Historical images, we have researched           

structures such as aqueducts and Roman walls, as well as 

the colosseum and bath houses. This information gave us 

more insight into the structure of the Roman society.  



Our class went to Croxton Park 

Farm. It was great fun.                 

My favourite parts were going 

inside the tractor and seeing the 

tiny kittens with the mummy cats.        

By Mason 

The trip to Croxton Park Farm 

was great fun. My favourite parts 

were seeing the pigs and     

chickens. I also enjoyed seeing 

the cows and sitting in the      

tractor. We were all allowed to 

run around the field. 

By Mitchell 

My favourite part of the 

trip was when we used 

hand mills to grind 

wheat into flour. I also 

enjoyed seeing the 

mummy pig with her 

piglets. 

By Efia 

I had a great time at the 

farm. My favourite part 

was seeing the tractors 

and going inside them. I 

also enjoyed seeing the 

baby lambs and calves.  

One calf was born at lunch 

time.  By Aaron 



Blackman Class - Year 5 
Our class author is Malorie Blackman.  She is a British writer who held the position of         

Children's Laureate from 2013 to 2015.  She primarily  writes literature and television drama 
for children and young adults, often using science fiction to explore social and ethical issues.                                          

Science - Properties and Changes of Materials 

This term, we have continued learning about Properties 

and Changes of Materials. 

We tested the properties 

of different materials.  The 

tests we carried out         

included testing how hard, 

strong, flexible, magnetic, 

permeable and                

transparent each material 

was.  We also made an 

electrical circuit so that we 

could test which materials were electrical conductors.  

We found out that metals were good electrical          

conductors, whereas objects made of wood, plastic or 

rubber were electrical insulators.  We were most        

surprised to learn that graphite (the material used as 

lead in a pencil) did conduct electricity.  We found out 

that this is because graphite shares similar properties 

to metals, despite not being a metal itself.  

 

Geography - Coasts 

During our topic on coasts, we have learnt about 

different coastal features.   

A coastline is the line where the land meets the sea. 

We also learnt about headlands, which are areas of 

hard rock which jut out into the sea. The softer rock 

gets worn away causing bays to 

form. If part of the headland is 

eroded over time, caves can 

form. Sometimes that cave will 

continue to be eroded, and this 

then forms an arch.  You can see an example of this at 

Durdle Door in Dorset. 

When an arch is worn away so much that it becomes 

separate from the land, this is called a stack. You can 

then get stumps, which is where the rock of the stack 

has eroded and left a small part of it behind. Spits are 

formed by deposition, which builds up to be part of 

land which goes out into the sea.   

We learnt that our coastline is constantly changing due 

to the strong waves and wind. Also, when the rock 

freezes, it can crack and become unstable.  

By Heaven 

 

Design Technology - Lighthouses 

Linking to our Geography topic on coasts, our Design Technology project was to 

design and build a working lighthouse. First of all, we learnt that the purpose of a 

lighthouse is to warn sailors about rocky or shallow water. We looked at different 

types of lighthouses and then used the knowledge gained to design our own.  

 

We used a range of different techniques when making our lighthouses, including               

manipulating chicken wire to create our rocks; using Modroc to cover both our rock         

structures and lighthouse cylinders; painting our models; and then adding an electrical     

circuit for the light element.  

 

 

 

We thoroughly enjoyed making our lighthouses and were really 

pleased with how they turned out.  



 

Assessment Week 

Year 6 children have been working hard 
this term taking practice SATs tests. 
They took a full set of papers:        
Grammar, Spelling, Reading, Arithmetic 
and Maths. We were extremely proud of all of the  children for 
showing great resilience and improving on their scores from       
January. Most of them said that they enjoyed the chance to show 
off all they could do  They will use these test scores to see how 
they have improved during Year 6 and also to identify what they 
still need to learn in order to be ready for their move to secondary 
school.  

Science Week We investigated 

the job of a forensic scientist and the 

qualifications needed if we wanted a 

career in this. We practised some of 

the skills that forensic scientists use 

to catch criminals.  

We used hand cream to leave mystery 

fingerprints on smooth surfaces, then 

used powder and sticky tape to lift 

them from the scene of the crime. 

Then we used magnifying glasses to 

match them to our class database of 

fingerprints. We also looked at the 

three main types of fingerprint 

patterns and made pie charts on      

MS Excel.   By Serine and Harry 

English 

We have read, analysed and written 

discussion text on a number of topical 

issues like: 

Are computer games good for you? 

Should mobiles be allowed in school? 

Is homework necessary? 

We looked at the features needed to 

write a successful text, remembering 

to include points for and against    

before reaching a conclusion.             

By  Hebe  

PE -  Handball  

We have had weekly competitions in PE, which were great fun. We 

have learned the rules and skills needed to play handball. The game is 

played with seven players on each team who compete by passing a ball 

using their hands. The aim of  the game is to throw the ball into the 

other team's goal. Whoever scores more goals wins. Handball is very 

popular in Europe with professional leagues, in several countries including France,    

Germany, Spain and Hungary.  Throwing, dribbling and catching and of course         

teamwork, were the skills we practised to be successful.  By Pixi and Oliver 



  

 

 



Can you solve the following puzzles? 

 



This term’s Alfo Awards were awarded for progress or attainment, along with 

award for one of our values  

BLYTON DAHL BLACKMAN SHAKESPEARE 

Communication 

Harrison S 

Excellence 

Oscar 

 

Passion 

Josh 

 

Excellence  

Serine 

Passion 

Bronwen 

Passion  

Nicolai 

Excellence 

Jaycee-Rae 

Communication 

Tyler 

    

   21    26    24    21 

TIGERS PANTHERS LEOPARDS  LIONS 

Weekly Awards 

Fab Friday and Marvellous Monday Winners receive their certificates and have the opportunity to showcase 
their work. The class with the highest attendance for that week receive the Attendance Cup as well as a treat 

of biscuits and squash.  
The tidiest class receives the ‘Tidy Broom’ award and Team Points are also announced weekly.   

Our ‘Fab Friday’ winners  for this term were: 

Blyton: Kellie-Mai, Keelan, Evony, Joseph, Stephen, Sophia 

Dahl: Efia, Artur, Caitlyn, Harley, Oscar, Oakleigh 

Blackman: Harry, Heaven, Jaycee-Rae, Jaden, Summer, Josh 

Shakespeare: Lily, Tyler, Lilly-Rose, Hebe, Finley, Oliver, 
Sophie, Callum and Lily VP            

‘Tidy Broom’ award : Dahl, Blackman 

Dahl, Dahl, Blyton, Blyton, Shakespeare  

‘Reading Cup’ winners: Blackman, Dahl,       
Blackman, Shakespeare, Shakespeare,           
Blackman 



April 

Tuesday 19th - School Open to children, Baisakhi Assembly whole school, Parent              

Consultations 4-8pm 

Thursday 21st—Parent Consultations 4-6pm 

 

May 

Tuesday 3rd—Buddha Day Assembly for whole school, Year 5/6 Basketball tournament 

(selected children) 

Saturday 7th—Maypole Dance Group performing at Higham Farmers Market 

Monday 9th to Thursday 12th—Year 6 SATs 

Thursday 19th—Y3/4 Quicksticks Tournament (selected children) 

Friday 20th—Linda Green PCSO visiting the classes 

Monday 23rd— Alfo Awards (invitation only) 

Wednesday 25th— Kwik Cricket Tournament (selected children) 

Friday 27th—last day for pupils 

Tuesday 7th June—Pupils return to school 

Extra Curriculum Clubs  

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3.35 -
4:30 

Gardening Club 
- Y3&4 

Hockey Club -  

 Y5&6 

 Tennis Club - 

 Y3&4 

Journalist Club 
(Lunchtime) 

Meditation, Yoga 
& Relaxation 
Club—Year 6 

 Choir 
(Lunchtime) 
 

Tri-Golf - Y3&4 

For all after school  clubs, we ask for a voluntary contribution of £5 per term -  booking 
and payment needs to be via the ParentPay app please. 


