
ISSUE 1 

Alfred Street Junior School 

 Alfo Gazette 
 

 

 

October 2021 

Interim Headteacher : Mrs Andrea Green 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
The children and staff have had another very busy half-term. So much fun learning—Greek, Egyp-
tian, WWII and Stone Age history; Life Cycles , Animals including Humans, Light and Sound in      
Science, and  visits - Y3 to Irchester Country Park and Y6 visit to Coventry Cathedral.  
Thank you for your support. We look forward to sharing with you how your child has settled into 
their new class just after half-term at our Parents’ Evenings. 
Please continue to follow Government guidance—if your child has any covid symptoms, book a PCR 
test. Stay safe and we will see you after the break. 
Mrs Green—Interim Headteacher   

 
 Our new School Council members will start on an exciting 

project next term. 

This year it was decided that the children elected last year would continue in their role as class 

councillors , as due to Covid and lockdowns they were unable to work on any of their ideas last 

year. However, elections and a lesson on democracy were held in Blyton Class to choose new Y3 councillors. 
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Earlier this month, we held our Harvest Festival. The display of 
donated produce was really impressive. Surrounding the won-
derful home-grown veg from the Alfo Gardening Club was an 
array of food and toiletries ready to be collected by our two 
charities that we are supporting again this year - Serve and the 
Foodbank. To say we were overwhelmed by the generosity 
shown by the Alfo children and parents would be an under-
statement! Thank you all so much. During the service, the chil-
dren learnt about harvests around the world, as well as the sto-
ry of the 5 loaves and 2 fishes told by Rev. Rachel from St. Pe-
ter's Church. A number of our children helped her tell the story, 
performing with great passion and enthusiasm. It was wonder-
ful to hear the children singing together too.  



 
Reading is a lifelong skill which we try to develop as your child continues their journey 
through our school.  We are keen at Alfo to develop a love of books and escapism as early 

as possible, which is why we  introduced ‘Reading Karate’.  

Reading Karate is a reward-based system for reading at home, 
where children move up through  coloured ‘belts’ (wristbands) de-
pending on how many ‘reads’ they have completed.  We would  
greatly appreciate your support with this new initiative, not only by 
listening to your child read, but by perhaps sharing some of your 
favourite books from your childhood with them too.  

As you will already be aware, as a school we have now signed 
up to TT Rock Stars. The website allows the children to practise 
their times tables through a competitive element. When they 
log on, they can  select      different areas known as arenas to 
complete a range of times table tests. As the teacher, we can 
set the times tables which we want the children to be able to 
access. Your child should be using the times table rockstars log 
in on a regular basis as part of their school homework. If your child does not have access to 
a device to use, then time is allocated through a regular rota in school, where they can use 
the IPads to log on to TT Rock stars.  In our hall, we have a display to record the top scores 
in each class, weekly certificates are awarded and children go on the Hall of Fame. 

Lily ‘I challenge myself to answer quickly to improve my scores and I’m definitely getting 
quicker.’ 

What are the benefits of Times Table Rock Stars? 

 Incorrect answers are always immediately corrected in front of the pupil so that they 
start to associate the correct answer to every question. 

 The clever code behind the scenes works out which times tables facts each pupil is 
consistently taking longer to answer and then it gradually starts to present these facts 
more frequently until pupils have mastered them. 

 It will also ask related division questions 20% of the time in order to reinforce division 
facts. 



The children have been having great fun in lunch club this term. Each day we complete different 

activities after we have eaten our lunch.  Some of the favourites this term have been: working as 

a team to complete jigsaws; playing games such as our giant  Snakes and Ladders or Cheeky Mon-

keys; painting and creating collages using different materials and Free choice Friday when we 

have the lego out. Having some time playing  with the soft animals in our tent is also a favourite!  

In Breakfast Club, children have taken part 

in a Pumpkin Colouring Competition! Here 

are the fabulous winners! 

In Craft Club, the children have been using their 

sewing skills to create ‘Harvest Inspired’ pieces! 

Very impressive, I’m sure you’ll agree! 



 

During Black History Month, we remember and celebrate 
the important people from the past, and also those who 
contribute to, and help, our society today. Teachers  
planned a series of lessons, videos, drama activities and 
assemblies to take place in October designed to explore 
this area of the curriculum. 
Each year group focused on a different inspirational      

person. Ask your child to tell you about the person that they have studied. 

Sports Crew 

We were chosen to be the new Alfo Sports Crew this term and we went to the Hindu temple in                  

Wellingborough to take part in 

some training.  

We learned lots of new and differ-

ent ways to show children how to  

play a range of games to keep them 

amused. There were sports crews 

from different schools there with us 

and we all learned that the best 

games do not have too many rules, 

or the game will be too hard to fol-

low—especially for younger children. We learned how important it is to listen to each other’s ideas 

so that no one feels left out. Then, in our crews, we planned games for each other. We then had to 

demonstrate these games and try them out. If they didn’t work, we had to change the rules to make 

them better. 

We also learned the importance of a good diet and exercise. We now organise games on the play-

ground every Tuesday and Thursday lunchtime             By Heaven , Jaycee-Rai , Harry and Katherine 



 



 

To add another layer of learning to our History topic,   Blyton class had a    

fantastic Stone Age Experience Day at Irchester Country Park. We had the  

opportunity to: learn how early Stone Age people decided what food was safe 

to forage, build shelters, make campfires, hunt for our dinner (no real animals 

involved) among many other fabulous learning opportunities. The children all 

thoroughly enjoyed their day.  

For Mission Week, we studied Sir Ranulph Fiennes. 

We found out all about his courage, strength and 

determination to succeed throughout his amazing 

adventures. Our class had opportunities to learn 

about some of the extremely hard challenges he 

faced; such as crossing crevasses and the dangers 

that come alongside this. As part of our learning, 

we had a drama morning where, in groups, we 

reenacted a crevasse rescue mission.  We also 

learnt about how hard perseverance can be, espe-

cially when the natural elements are against you. In 

one of our CoJo sessions, we researched world rec-

ord achievements and set about trying to break 

them. Although we weren't successful, Miss Shelley 

said we all showed great teamwork and resilience.   

In science, we have been studying   

Animals including Humans. We have 

learnt lots about the importance of 

health and nutrition, different types of 

skeletons and muscles. We were also 

able to handle some real bones,     

courtesy of our local high street   

butcher - T.E Brown.  



Science 

We have been learning about sound.  First, we made 

a paper megaphone and tested it to see how the 

sound became louder or quieter depending on where 

we stood.  Next, we had an elastic band guitar and 

tested how the pitch changes depending on how 

thick or thin the elastic band was.  After that, we 

banged a tuning fork on the table and put it into  

water to see how it vibrates.  Finally, we had 4 glass 

bottles and filled them with different amounts of 

water.  We hit them with a spoon and we found out 

that the lower the water, the higher the pitch.  The 

higher the water, the lower the pitch.    

By Artur 

History 

We have been learning about the Ancient       

Egyptians.  They did their farming along the River 

Nile after the flooding season (Akhet).  They also 

had a growing season (Peret) and the harvesting 

season (Shemu).   

We also learnt about the process of                

mummification and how they mummified people.  

We then used this knowledge to mummify       

oranges.  It was squishy and very messy but it was 

awesome.      

By Eowyn 

Design Technology 

We have been learning about Canopic jars and 

what the Ancient Egyptians used them for.  Then 

we designed and made our own Canopic jar with 

a decorative lid.  We could choose from:         

baboons, jackals, humans or falcons.  We used 

chicken wire to sculpt the head.  I found this 

challenging but I still managed to do it.  I can’t 

wait until I get to paint it! 

By Nicolai 

Science 

We have been learning about sound.  First, we made 

a paper megaphone and tested it to see how the 

sound became louder or quieter depending on where 

we stood.  Next, we had an elastic band guitar and 

tested how the pitch changes depending on how 

thick or thin the elastic band was.  After that, we 

banged a tuning fork on the table and put it into  

water to see how it vibrates.  Finally, we had 4 glass 

bottles and filled them with different amounts of 

water.  We hit them with a spoon and we found out 

that the lower the water, the higher the pitch.  The 

higher the water, the lower the pitch.    

By Artur 

  Dahl Class 



 

Blackman Class - Year 5 
Our class author is Malorie Blackman.  She is a British writer who held the position of         

Children's Laureate from 2013 to 2015.  She primarily  writes literature and television drama 
for children and young adults, often using science fiction to explore social and ethical issues.                                           

Commando Joe -  

Learning Values through Inspirational  Figures 

We began the year with 

our Mission Week, 

where we were learning 

about our inspirational 

figure of Tim Peake.   We 

learnt about Tim Peake’s 

life and how he became 

an astronaut.  We wrote 

letters of application to become astronauts, as well as using 

the i-pads to research what life is like for the astronauts on 

the International Space Station.  We then used this              

information to write our own diary entries about our time on 

the ISS.  With Mrs Eaton, we also discussed the values that 

Tim Peake needed to become a successful astronaut, and 

then created our own ‘Value 

Galaxy’, coming up with the 

values we intend to use this 

year to be successful in all we 

do. Mrs Hirtsch even made us 

all into astronauts! 

We have also carried out   

practical missions, including 

working in teams to create our 

own ‘Big Art’ astronauts!  

Science - Living Things and their Habitats 

In science this term, we have been studying Living Things 

and their Habitats.  We have investigated life cycles and 

reproduction in plants, animals and humans.  This has            

involved us taking on board lots of information and         

becoming more familiar with specific scientific vocabulary, 

such as pollination, fertilisation, germination etc.  

Part of our unit included learning about both insect and 

wind pollination in plants.  We used that knowledge to   

organise a range of statements into a Venn Diagram.  We 

had to think carefully about whether the statements        

referred to insect pollination, wind pollination, both, or  

neither.  There were some really tricky statements that 

challenged us, but we showed resilience and tried hard to 

use any prior knowledge to help us.    

Art - Greek Pots and Masks 

In Art - linked to our 

work on the Ancient 

Greeks in  History -  we 

have studied Greek pots, 

and the use of repeated 

patterns.  After          

practising a range of 

these patterns, we     

applied those skills to 

our own pot designs.  

 

We have also learnt 

about different Gods and 

Goddesses, as well as 

some of the Ancient 

Greek mythological       

creatures. Using these 

characters as inspiration, 

we sculpted clay into 

death masks.  

Topic - Ancient Greeks 

In History this term, we have 

been learning about the Ancient 

Greeks.  We began by placing 

the era in context through the 

use of timelines and atlases. We 

have then studied the main  

concepts of the historical         

period, including democracy, religion, daily life, warfare etc.  

We have included drama within our unit, creating ‘freeze 

frames’ to demonstrate the story of the Trojan War.  

We are finishing off our unit with an Ancient Greek Day.  This 

included learning Ancient Greek music; creating 3D models 

of mythical creatures; taking part in our very own Alfo  

Olympic Games, and we then finished our day with an  

amazing Ancient Greek Feast! 



We finished our day with an amazing 

Ancient Greek Feast!  

Using plasticine, we created 3D models of  

Greek Mythical Creatures. 



 

 

 

 

Science 

We carried out  an investigation to find out more about how light reflects. 

Around the Year 6 area were twenty hidden targets and we had to reflect 

light from the torch onto the mirror and  onto the middle of the target. 

The targets were all different sizes. To be successful, we had to change 

the angle of the mirror each time. We also used pieces of hosepipe,  

torches and light filters to see if 

light could bend around               

corners.     By Bradley and Oliver                              

Dang and Jaden carrying out an investigation 

into how light travels . 

History 

The Year 6 children have been learning about WW2. 
We have been out and looked at the exact spot where 
the school was bombed and found out that it happened 
because the German bombers targeted the shoe facto-
ries (as they made boots for the soldiers) and the 
school was next to Cave’s Factory. We have also learned 
about the evacuation of  children from the cities and 
the impact this had on the children. We discovered that 
the experiences of the different children was not the 
same depending on the families they were placed with.  

By Sophie 

We went on a school visit to Coventry Cathedral to 
look at the ruins of the old cathedral that was bombed 
during the blitz. We found out about the suffering of 
the people of Coventry and how devastating the bomb-
ing raid was and how Coventry is now a city of peace 
and reconciliation and what this means.                        
By Cullyn 

WW2 DT -  Shelters 

 
As part of their studies about WWII this 
term, year 6 have been making model       
Anderson shelters in design and technology 
lessons. They researched the shelters and 
discovered that they were made out of      
corrugated iron. They substituted the iron 
for corrugated card. The children all worked 
very hard to produce their models using 
wood, paint, card and other craft items.  
Well done year 6, they look very authentic. 



80th Anniversary of 
the Alfred Street 

Bombing 
Sunday  3rd October 2021 marked the 81st anniversary of the 
bombing of our school when tragically, seven children lost their 
lives. Unfortunately, we were not able to mark this anniversary in 
the way that we would have liked, but felt it was vital that we       
remembered this significant event in the history of our school and the town of Rushden. 
To mark the importance of this event, the Year 6 children have learnt all about the devastation caused by the 
bombing,  listened to and read first-hand accounts of pupils who were in the school at the time, written              
accounts of the day and plotted on maps of the town where the bombs dropped. 
Across the school, children heard an account from a former pupil, looked at excerpts from the school log book at 

the time and viewed images of the devastation on the school and the local             
community and a period of silence was held. 
At the same time, a special ceremony was held in the memorial garden to remember 
this tragic event. In attendance was the Reverend Rachel, as well as members of our 
governing body - who also represented the  local clergy and the Royal British Legion. 
Mrs Green, Mr Butler, Mrs Smith and Shakespeare Class were also present to          
represent staff of the school and all former pupils.  Two of our youngest pupils laid a 
plant  in the  garden.                  Shakespeare Class 

 Bonfire Safety  - by Harry and Sophie 

 One person should be responsible for the bonfire and children should be supervised. 

 Choose a site away from wooden fences, sheds and where children will be playing. 

 Never pour petrol, paraffin or methylated spirit on to a fire - it’s safer to use fire 
lighters to prevent flare-ups. 

 Keep a bucket of water handy in case of an accident. 

 Avoid loose clothing and tie back long hair. 

 At the end, pour water on a bonfire, rather than leaving it to burn out. 

 Sparkler Safety 

Sparklers are often viewed as being harmless but they burn at fierce temperatures, equivalent to a welding 
torch. Follow these top tips for sparkler safety: 

 It is recommended that sparklers are not given to under-5s. 

 Make sure everyone handling sparklers wears gloves. 

 Hold sparklers at arm’s length while being lit and light them one at a time. 

 Don’t wave sparklers about close to other people. 

 Never hold a baby in your arms while you are holding a sparkler. 
 When the sparkler has finished, put it in a bucket of cold water. 





Weekly Awards 

Fab Friday and Marvellous Monday Winners receive their certificates and have the opportunity 
to showcase their work. The class with the highest attendance for that week receive the          

Attendance Cup as well as a treat of biscuits and squash.  
The tidiest class receives the ‘Tidy Broom’ award and Team Points are also announced weekly.   

Our ‘Fab Friday and Marvellous Monday ‘ winners  for this 
term were: 

Blyton:  Bronwen, Freya, Logan D, Harrison, Stephen, Keelan 

Dahl: Tyreece, Mason, Logan R, Hattie, Evie, Phoebe 

Blackman: Lily S, Rainers, Tyler, Lukas, Teagan, Jacob 

Shakespeare:  Sophie P, Nataniel, Lacie, Emilis, Matthew, Owen            

 

 

 

Blyton Dahl Blackman Shakespeare 

Resilience 

Molly - Mai 

Resilience 

Logan R 

Resilience 

Linda  

Resilience 

Emilis 

 

Progress 

Freya 

 

Progress 

Evie 

Progress 

Amy 

Attainment 

Oliver 

 

‘Tidy Broom’ award :             
Blackman, Dahl, Dahl, Dahl, 
Blyton, Shakespeare  

‘Reading Cup’ winners:        
Blackman, Blackman,         
Blackman, Blackman,          
Shakespeare 

    

    

 

TIGERS 

Our fantastic Alfo Awards continue.  Despite not being able to invite parents in at the present time, we 
were able to hold a small award ceremony ensuring social distancing.  

Well done to the children above. 

1102 1192 1034 

PANTHERS LEOPARDS  LIONS 

1137 



November 
Monday 1st- Training Day 

Tuesday 2nd - School open to children / Y3 and Y5 Parents Evening Phone Calls 

Wednesday 3rd -  Dahl Class Swimming starts / Y4 and Y6 Parents Evening Phone Calls 

Thursday 4th—Diwali Assembly / Y4 and Y6 Parents Evening Phone Calls 

Friday 5th—Year 5&6 to St Mary’s Church—Snow Goose 

Thursday 11th - British Legion Remembrance Day Assembly 

Week Commencing 15th - Anti Bullying Week - Whole School Odd Socks Day (see separate letter) 

Friday 19th - Children in Need Mufti Day (see separate letter) 

December 
Friday 10th - Christmas Jumper Day - Save the Children Charity Day 

LOVE FOOD Christmas Dinner (date to be confirmed) 

Christmas Medley (date to be confirmed) 

Thursday 16th (am) - Alfo Awards (selected children) 

Thursday 16th (pm) - Alfo Carol Service at St. Peter’s Church 

Friday 17th - School closes for Christmas holiday 

Extra Curriculum Clubs 

Clubs will change this term from the week beginning 8th November. Below is what will be on offer for 
Autumn Term 2, and these will run until the end of the half term. For all clubs, we ask for a voluntary 
contribution of £5 per term and booking and payment needs to be via the ParentPay app. 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3.35 -
4:30 

Craft Club - Y5 

Archery -  

 Y3&4 

 Dodgeball  - 

 Y5&6 

Journalist Club 
(Lunchtime) 
Dance/Ballet - 

Y3 

 Choir (Lunchtime) 
New Age Kurling 
and Boccia 

Y3&4 


