
ISSUE 1 

Alfred Street Junior School 

 Alfo Gazette 
 

 

 

March 2021 

Headteacher : Mrs Kelly O’Connor 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

What a term it has been—starting with remote learning, and finishing with a few jam 

packed weeks, full of enrichment activities back in school! Yet again, we have been so 

proud of the way the children have returned and the resilience that they have shown. It 

has been lovely to have our school community back together and I felt rather emotional 

saying my goodbyes to the children this week, as I will miss them all very much during my 

maternity leave. However, I look forward to reading the future additions of the Gazette 

whilst I am off, so that I can continue to see all the lovely things that happen at Alfo in my 

absence, and I am sure everyone will make Mrs Green the Interim Head, feel very welcome 

at Alfred Street when she starts.  

This Easter Break, I hope that all of our families enjoy some well earned time away from 

their learning and are able to make some lovely memories together. Keep safe! 

Best Wishes 

Mrs O’Connor 

 

 

On Tuesday, the UK marked one year since the first coronavirus    
lockdown. We all took part in a minutes silence at 12 noon, to reflect 
on the grief and loss felt by so many. We then talked about the        
impact the virus has had on our lives and how we looked forward to 
a brighter future.   

                    

 

Easter Service 

On Monday 22nd March, all the children took 

part in a ‘Virtual Easter Service’ prepared by  
Rev. Rachel and Rev. Jordan, the Vicar and  
Curate at St. Peter’s Church.   
The children helped to ‘find’ the hidden Easter 
Eggs around the church, before hearing all the 
different parts of the Easter Story. 



ART WEEK 

ThankYouX  was our inspiration during this term’s Art Week. He began his artistic journey on the streets of Los 
Angeles, spray painting stencils in homage to Andy Warhol.  

Children were given a cube, similar to the ones he uses but with the logo face shaded. One side was decorated 
as creatively as they wanted with bold, abstract, bright patterns and shapes.  

On the other side, they drew something that represented them. Some 
ideas were books, football, swimming, playing at the park with friends 
and even pets.  The results were fabulous and will be put together to 
make a whole school mural which we will share with you at a later 
date. 
 

 



World Book Day 

WORLD BOOK DAY 2021 
We may be in a global pandemic, but Alfred Street Junior School still rose to the  occasion to 
celebrate World Book Day 2021. Whether the children were taking part remotely or in 
school, a fantastic celebration of all things literary was shared by all. 
Children and staff came dressed-up as some of their favourite book characters and wowed us with their imaginative 
costumes.  
 
Visitors to school included: The Cat in the Hat, Ginny Weasley, a Hobbit, Greg Heffley (from Diary of A Wimpy Kid), 
Minnie the Minx (causing mischief around the place with her catapult), Wally (yes we found him!), Stanley Yelnats from 
Holes, a Death Eater (or Death Eaton – as she preferred to be called), Sherlock Holmes, Paddington Bear, the Wicked 
Witch of the West (with the most amazing crooked nose), a skeleton, Minnie Mouse, a footballer, Dorothy, Cinderella, 
Wonder Woman and Alice to name but a few. 
 
Our latest enrichment day celebrated the ‘Sharing of a World of Stories’ and began with an assembly to introduce the 
purpose of World Book Day, the books on offer in 2021 and to view the amazing costumes of the children at home and  
school. We were really impressed with the effort that so many of the children went to! 
 
During the day, staff shared their favourite stories and a range of activities were completed to get us excited about 
books. This included some fantastic creative projects to represent works of fiction and non-fiction, that have inspired 
our pupils. We loved seeing all their brilliant creations when we came together again for a live ‘remote’ sharing time at 
the end of the day!  Thank you to all of who got involved so enthusiastically in World Book Day 2021, and we hope that 
you enjoyed the experience. We now want to keep the momentum going, and hope that the love of reading that the 
pupils showed on World Book Day, will continue into their coming days, months and years ahead. Reading is truly a   
lifetime pleasure that can be enjoyed anytime and anywhere.  
Keep reading! 



SPORTS LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING 

On Wednesday morning, Blackman Class took part in a 
virtual training session for School Sports Leaders. This 
was provided by Northamptonshire Sport.  

At Alfo, we encourage our pupils to take on leadership roles (one of which is as a member of 
the ‘Sport’s Crew’) and this training was to help guide our students along their leadership 
journey. We identified both desirable and undesirable qualities of a sports leader, and then 
ranked the desirable qualities in order of importance. After studying all the different       
leadership roles, including Sports Official, Time Keeper, Safety Leader, Wellbeing Leader, 
Scorer, Marketing Leader, Team Manager and Equipment Leader, the children familiarised 
themselves with a game called Treasure Chest. In groups, the children then took it in turns 
to become the ‘Sports Leaders’, each taking on a different role to lead the game with the 
rest of the class. Finally, we explored the STEP  
principle as a tool for adapting and changing an  
activity through changing the ‘Space’, ‘Task’, 
‘Equipment’ or ‘People’. The children worked 
really well throughout the morning, and were 
able to reflect on what they had learned and 
the next steps they would need to take to        
become successful Sports Leaders. I was really 
proud of them all.  



Some of us were finding dividing by 
chunking difficult so Miss Shelley let us 
draw on the tables to practice          
partitioning our numbers. Shhh, don’t 
tell Mrs O’Connor!  

Harley  

We put eggs in vinegar to see if it 
changed their state. They were meant 
to become bouncy. Some did, a little, 
lots didn’t!    Andrei and Aaron 

Year 3 have been absolutely amazing 
upon returning to school. They have 
all showed that they have amazing 
resilience which has been fantastic 
to see.  

We have had an absolutely action 
packed few weeks. Our Science 
Week was a brilliant way to return to 
school. The children were fully      
immersed in their learning and      
enjoyed every moment! Well, aside 
from the ‘Bouncy Eggs’ not always 
bouncing!  

In English, we have finished our    
persuasive writing topic, which the 
children have worked extremely 
hard on. They are now all experts  in 
using persuasion (sorry)!  

Some of our   
AMAZING Fire of 
London projects!  

Does the height of the ramp affect 
the force the marble exerts?  

Yes, we found out that the higher 
the ramp, the more force was    
created. Bella, Hattie, Miley and 
Blossom 



Science 

During British Science Week, we 
took part in a variety of practical 
activities to develop our ‘working  
scientifically’ skills. We put sultanas 
into water, fizzy water and         
lemonade and observed what       
happened. We were amazed at how 
the sultanas ’danced’ in the fizzy  
liquids. Our favourite activity was  
making ice cream. We learnt that    
adding salt to the ice made it colder 
and this helped us turn our milk   
mixture into delicious ice cream.

PE 

This term we have been     
improving our fitness levels.  
We also learnt about why it 
is important to exercise. As 
part of this, we have all   
taken part in 15 daily      
challenges. They were very 
tiring but also enjoyable at 
the same time.   

Art 

We have enjoyed developing 
our Art skills this term.  We 
focused on sketching and 
used our drawing skills when 
taking part in our whole 
school portrait competition.  
We have also developed our 
skills of sculpting when   
making our own Maya masks 
using paper mache.     



Blackman Class - Year 5   Our class author is Malorie Blackman.   

Science - Plants 

This term, we have  been learning about plants.  We 
carried out an investigation to find out what effect the 
amount of water given to a plant had on its growth.  
We also looked at how water affected the process of 
germination.  

As you can see from this most recent picture, our  
watered seedling 
has now grown into 
a little plant. 

 

Science Week 

  Science week was lots of fun!  We carried out a whole range of different investigations. They included:           
Rockets, Squishy Ice-Cream, Cornflour Slime, Bouncy Eggs, Dancing Raisins and 

Skittle Patterns!  We had loads of fun whilst learning lots about science too!  

 

 

 

Art Week 

During Art Week, we studied a modern artist known as 
‘ThankYouX’.  We found out all about his style of art which 
included ‘Cube Art’.  Using this as inspiration, we then      
created our own ‘Cubes’.  We chose designs which would say 
a little bit about who we are.  Here are just a few  examples 
of the amazing work we produced. 

We also studied the ‘Close-Up’ Flower Art of Georgia 
O’Keeffe before creating our own artwork in the same style.  
We took photos of real flowers on the i-pads, and zoomed in 
to really capture that ‘zoomed in’ feel.  

 

Finally, we practised 
sketching facial features 
before creating a        
self-portrait.  

English - The Viewer 

In English, we have been 
working on a book called 
‘The Viewer’.  It has the most 
amazing pictures in it which 
have inspired us to really use 
our imaginations when 
writing creatively. We have 
worked really hard on our 
vocabulary choices, and it 
made a big difference to the 
quality of our work.  

It has been wonderful to have the whole of Blackman Class back together again! We’ve been really pleased 
with how quickly they have settled back into our class routines.  We have been particularly impressed by the 
brilliant work ethic they have demonstrated.  Enjoy a well-deserved Easter Break!  



 

Class Raffle  
When we complete our weekly arithmetic test, we are given a 
raffle ticket if we match or beat our previous week’s score.  Every 
month we have a class raffle, 
Mrs Smith saved our tickets up 
for us during lockdown so we 
had three extra raffles when we 
came back. Our lucky winners 
were: Alyssia, Cailleb, Joshua, 
Laura, George and Kaycie-Mai . 

By Courtney  

Assessment Week 

Year 6 children have been working hard this week taking practice 
tests. They took a full set of papers: Grammar, Spelling, Reading, 
Arithmetic and Maths. We were extremely proud of all of the     
children for showing great resilience  
and improving on their scores from     
November. Most of them said that they 
enjoyed the chance to show off what 
they could do . They will use these test 
scores to see how they have improved 
during Year 6 and to identify what they still need to learn ready for 
their move to Secondary school.  

ART WEEK 

During Art Week, we studied an artist made famous on Snapchat-
known as ‘ThankYouX’.  We found out all about his style of art 
which he calls ‘Cube Art’.  Using his work as inspiration, we then  

created our own ‘Cubes’.  We             
personalised our cubes and will put 
them together to make a whole school 
display.  

We also studied our features and     
practised drawing  eyes, noses and 
mouths before completing self         
portraits which will be judged by one of   
our Governors.  

English 

Our class have been looking at 
the animation ‘The Piano’ by    
Aidan Gibbons. We’ve looked at 
the emotions portrayed in the film 
through the flashbacks of the 
man’s life, and wrote some      
wonderful narratives based on 
it. We used imagery and emotive 
language to create atmosphere in 
our writing. 

 



Through our English work, we have learning about  Islands 
and about how penguins and tortoises changed over time, 
adapting to the Galapagos Islands environment. We wrote 
information reports about penguins and have enjoyed   
using a range of materials to create a tortoise’s shell,     
focusing on texture and tone. 

 

 

Identifying our Strengths 

This term the children have worked hard to 
identify not only their strengths but each      
others’ too.    

They have identified some of the following 
strengths in themselves and in each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

Circle Time 

Circle time is an important part of our learning in the 
Discovery Base. This term the children have created 
new variations for one of their favourite warm up 
games ‘Beans’. The children  perform actions for each 
of the    different types of ‘bean’. 

 

 

 

Treasure Hunt! 

 

 

 

 

 

The children enjoyed writing 
clues for each other and then    
going on an Easter treasure hunt 
in the playground. Unfortunately, 
the wind decided to get involved 
and made it a little more          
challenging to find the treasure! 



  

 

 



Can you solve the following puzzles? 

 



British Science Week 

To celebrate ‘British Science Week,’ Alfred Street children had a spectacular science week at school! . 
The children participated in some of the following practical experiments. 

Experiment 1– Floating Newt- Which paper is best for making the newt float? 

Experiment 2– Marvellous Marbles- How can you make the marble travel the furthest?  

Experiment 3– Foam Rockets– We constructed rockets made from pipe insulating foam and used 
them to investigate the relationship between launch angle and range in a controlled investigation.  

Experiment 4– Skittles– Watch the colours and sugar dissolve into the water and 
then diffuse through the water, making it the colour of the skittle.  

Experiment 5– Non Newtonian fluids– Is it a solid or a liquid? 

Experiment 6– Make it fly- Which paper aeroplane design can stay in the air the longest?  

Over the course of the week, our children were able to develop their skills by working scientifically. 
These included: asking relevant questions, setting up simple practical enquiries, making predictions, 
carrying out fair tests, making careful observations, taking accurate measurements, recording findings, 
reporting on findings from enquiries and using results to draw simple conclusions. A fantastic week, 
with lots of learning, was had by all! 



April 

Monday 12th —Ramadan Assembly 

Tuesday 13th  - Baisakhi Festival Assembly 

Thursday 15th —Year 3 & Year 5 SEND Parent Phone Consultations with Mrs           
Appleby 

Tuesday 20th —Year 3 & Year 5 Parent Phone Consultations with Class Teachers 

Wednesday 21st — Year 4 & Year 6 SEND Parent Phone Consultations with Mrs      
Appleby 

Thursday 22nd— Year 4 & Year 6 SEND Parent Phone Consultations with Class    
Teachers 

May 

Thursday 6th— Budda Day Assembly 

Thursday 13th— Eid-ul-Fitr Assembly 

Thursday 27th— Alfo Awards (for selected children) 

Friday 28th—Last day of term 

Extra Curriculum Clubs 

Please note that clubs need to be booked in advance and paid for via the app. 

  

 


