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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I would like to thank our entire school community for working together this term to keep everyone safe. I hope 

your children have had a super end to the term, and have enjoyed all of the Christmas Festivities as much as we 

have! When we return in January, you may notice that I look like I have been eating a lot of Christmas pudding, 

however on this  occasion, it is because I am expecting another edition to our family in April 2021 so I will be 

taking Maternity Leave at some point next year and will share the cover arrangements with you nearer the time.  

From all of the Staff at Alfo, we would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Best wishes, Mrs O’Connor 

Christmas Medley 

Each bubble performed a Christmas act which was filmed for you all to watch virtually. Their       
performances will appear on our Facebook page and Website. Children only had three short      
practices, but we think you will all agree, they did amazingly well.  

Blyton Class - We all had a fantastic time learning the lyrics to ‘Rockin’ Around the         
Christmas Tree’. The children really enjoyed performing the instrumental part. We hope 
you enjoy watching it.  

Dahl Class - Our performance was of hilarious Christmas cracker jokes.  We had a good laugh making other 
people laugh.    

Blackman Class - Our Christmas Medley performance 
was based around a fantastic little rhyming book, 
called: Santa’s Suit.  In the story, Santa is fed up with 
always wearing red, and ponders the prospect of       
other colours he might choose.  But, of course, Mrs 
Santa knows best, and in the end, it is agreed that red 
is perfect after all. The words fit brilliantly to the tune of ‘The Holly and the Ivy’ and the children gave a      
fantastic performance. 

Shakespeare Class - Our performance was a dance 
routine to Shakin’ Stevens ’Merry Christmas                 
Everyone’,  which incorporated sign language (learned 
on our recent Disability Awareness Day), some          
impressive dance moves and terrific singing. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent at Alfo 

We  love a good old Alfo tradition, and this year was no different. Mrs Eaton created one of 
the biggest Advent calendars you’ve ever seen. She worked tirelessly, with the help of her Y5 
elves, to create this fabulous 2020 calendar. Each day, year groups took in turns to reveal a 
new picture which was then displayed on every class’ whiteboard. Here are a selection of the       
pictures chosen:  

  

  

  



Blyton Class - Year 3 



 

 

This term, we have raised money for the British Legion 
through buying poppies for Remembrance day. We have not 
yet been sent a total figure for the money raised. 

We also raised money for Children in Need by coming to 
school wearing mufti, and raised an amazing £110. 

Our Christmas Jumper Day raised £81.60  for Save the         
Children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The staff’s Secret Santa raised £100 for the Salvation Army. 

Thank you to             
everyone for your 
amazing support.    

 

Anti-Bullying Week started with Odd Socks Day to 
raise awareness of the fact that we are all      
different in some way and we should celebrate 
this.  We all watched a special online assembly 
about Anti-Bullying. It was presented by the CBBC  
star, Andy Day, and his band ‘Andy and the Odd 
Socks’. They played their song called, ‘The Kids 
are United’ which we all sang along and danced 
to.  

We learned about what we should do if we were 
are ever a victim of bullying and 
how important it is to speak out 
if we see it happening to    
someone else, as they might 
not be able to help  themselves.   

Odd Socks Day for Anti Bullying Week

Road Safety 

We learned about how to stay safe on the roads. 
This helped me because it is now getting dark when I 
walk home from school. It is important to find a safe 
place to cross because the car drivers cannot always 
see us. We need to wear reflective clothing so that 
we can be easily seen.    By Csongor 



Dahl Class - Year 4 
 

Science 

In Science, we’ve been learning 
about  circuits and electricity. We 
wanted to find out if more batteries  

would 
make the 
bulb 
brighter 
or      
dimmer.  

 

 

By  

Mason 

Maths 

In Maths, we have learned how to use bar 
models and how we can use them to add 
and subtract numbers. 

 

 

 

We also learned about part whole models 
and how to partition  numbers to add.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Leyton  

History 

In History, we have been     
learning about Egyptian gods, 
food, pyramids, the afterlife and 
mummification.  They had to 
make people pretty for their 
next life. By Jaycee-Rae   



   Disability Day - Whole School Event 
 

Our first 'Diversity Day' for this year, was held on Thursday 
3rd December to coincide with 'International Day of Persons 
with Disabilities'. We were lucky to have some wonderful 
people who helped make our day really memorable. 
 

A local lady, called Anna from The Beauty Healing Angel, 
made a video especially for us about what it is like to be 
deaf. She also taught us some sign language - both the  al-
phabet and some songs! We were  
really impressed with how well  the children learnt to use  
signed finger spelling!   
 

We then learned all about one of Alfo's own ex-pupils, Kayla, who 
shared the story of her disability, and her brave decision (whilst 
just a Year 4 pupil at our school) to have her foot amputated. The 
children were inspired by how brave and positive Kayla has been 
throughout her life, and how she has gone on to achieve her 
dreams of taking GCSE dance, despite having a prosthetic limb. 
 

In the afternoon, we were treated to a Zoom call, where all classes 
got to learn about sight loss, and the charity - Guide Dogs for the 
Blind - from our virtual guest, Helen. The children listened really 
well, and had lots of questions for her at the end of her talk. Our 
highlight was, of course, when her guide dog, Oula, decided she wanted to be the star of the 
show! The  children then used 'SIM Specs' to simulate what it 
would be like to have different sight impairments. This really 
brought home what difficulties people with these conditions 
have to face. 
 

Finally, we learnt about some 'hidden disabilities' that, despite 
the children having heard of them, they perhaps didn't fully    
understand the challenges that come along with them. We 
looked specifically at Autism, ADHD and Dyslexia.  
 

The children reflected on all they had learnt during the day, and made some really 
thoughtful comments. 



 

Blackman Class - Year 5 

Commando Joe -  
Learning Values through Inspirational  Figures 

This term, we continued learning about our inspirational figure of Nellie 
Bly.   

Our first mission this term was to 
build two identical camps without 
being able to see each other, and 
by communicating via walkie talkie 
only.  This was a real challenge.  

 

Our second mission was to travel silently across 
an obstacle course, without being detected by 
the blindfolded security (aka—our classmates).  
This was made even more tricky by the fact that 
we had to carry a selection of tinkling bells with 
us!  

Our final mission of the term 
required lots of good teamwork 
and communication. We had to  
recreate a steamboat, using the 
Cojo equipment, but each team 
member was only  allowed to 
look at the image for a        
maximum of 10 seconds each. 
We then had to relay to our 
team what we had observed.   

We worked really well, and in 
the end, made a pretty close steamboat to the original picture.  

                                        Science - Electricity 

In science this term, we have been studying electricity. We have           
investigated circuits and how to ensure the circuit is complete to         
make the bulb glow.   

We then tested different materials 
to see if they were conductors or 
insulators. We were really surprised 
to find out that the graphite inside a 
pencil will actually conduct            
electricity.  

We also looked at how changing 
some components changed the 
outcome. This included changing the number of cells used, the number 
of bulbs, and also the length of the  wires. We learned that if we had 
more cells, the bulbs would be brighter. We also found out that longer 
wires created more resistance, so the bulbs became dimmer.    

Our final task was to use 
our knowledge of circuits 
to make a ‘Light-Up’ 
Christmas picture. 

Art - Pencil Drawing 

In Art - linked to our work on the pharaoh, Tutankhamun, in History -  
we studied a pencil drawing of the pharaoh, and how to use different 
drawing techniques.  Our teacher split the original picture into 28 equal 
pieces, and we were all given one to study in-depth, before recreating 
it. Once all the pieces had been finished, we put them together to    
create our own version of a pencil-drawn Tutankhamun.  We were   
really pleased with the result. 

 

Topic - Ancient Egyptian  Day 

In History this term, we have continued our learning about the Ancient 
Egyptians.  

We held an Ancient Egyptian Day, where 
we all dressed up.   
 

We began the day by using our knowledge of           
mummification to mummify an orange. This was pretty 
disgusting, as we had to remove the innards from the 
orange - but it least it wasn’t actual internal organs like 
the Egyptians had to deal with!  

We also wrote in hieroglyphs, and 
made clay canopic jars and           
sarcophagus.   

 

We then finished our day with an 
Egyptian Feast, including figs, 
dates and pomegranate.  



Shakespeare Class - Year 6 
 What have Year 6 have been doing in English? 

Year 6 have been learning about information texts. 
For our hot writes, we made up a mythical creature 
and wrote about its behaviours, appearance and    
diet. We used story maps and interviewed each    
other to ensure we knew our creature well before 
we wrote. We thought about our use of technical 
vocabulary and other features on our target lists. My 
creature was called the Smudge Snake - which you 
wouldn’t want to meet! Another example was the 
Night Walker, which was a type of crossbreed. We all 
enjoyed using our imaginations to make our writing 
appeal to the reader.  By Laura 

What we’ve been doing in History. 

For the last two terms, Year 6 Shakespeare Class have been learning about 
World War ll. We have learnt about the Holocaust and the unfair rules 
that were put in place for the Jews. We wrote letters to both Anne Frank 
and Hitler himself. In Anne Frank’s letter, we wrote questions we would 
ask her if she was alive. In Hitler’s letter, we suggested changes he could 
make to the awful rules. A few rules the Jews had to follow (or they 
would’ve been shot dead) were: they couldn’t have pets; they couldn’t go 
to a barber shop owned by a non-Jewish person; Jewish  people were 
forced to wear a yellow star...the list went on and on. By Courtney 

In Science, Shakespeare class have been  
learning about circuits and circuit diagrams. 
We have learned about how to make a bulb 
light up and the limitation of bulbs a cell can 
handle. We also learned about the history of 
electricity and the scientists involved. 

By Courtney and Charlotte 

Computing 

We used Powerpoint to make a 
WWII quiz in the style of the TV quiz 
’Catchphrase’. We used animation 
to make the boxes disappear when 
clicked. Then we challenged each 
other to complete the quiz.   By Ellie F 

 This term, we have done   
Coding, using Purple Mash, in 
our computing lessons; most 
of us did really well and 
learned new skills. Some of us 
didn’t do well at first but 
showed resilience and        
improved over the weeks. 
This is my game that I         
designed which had a pirate 
theme.  By Csongor 





 

 

 

 Enrichment Days  

Our new School Council members will start on 
an exciting project in the new year. 

Representing Blyton Class: Caitlyn and Nicolai  

Representing Dahl Class: Katherine and Leyton  

Representing Blackman Class: Alex and Lily V 

Representing Shakespeare Class: Ellie B,       
Courtney, Bradley and Csongor.  

Blyton Class - Stone Age 
Day  

 Dahl Class -   

Egyptian Day   

Blackman Class -     
Egyptian Day   

Shakespeare - WWII 
Day 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

   

Enrichment days are important to us at Alfo, as they  give our children the opportunity 
to look at subjects in more in depth or from different perspectives.  



 

Weekly Awards 

On a Friday, we hold our weekly achievement assembly.  During the assembly, the Fab Friday Winners receive 
their certificates and have the opportunity to showcase their work. The class with the highest attendance for that 
week receive the Attendance Cup. The tidiest class receives the ‘Tidy Broom’ award and Team Points are also   
announced.   

As part of the assembly we also like to celebrate ‘out of school’ achievements. If your child receives a certificate, 
trophy, badge or belt from a club or event, please encourage them to bring it to school to share in our        
achievement assemblies.           

Our ‘Fab Friday ‘ winners for this term were: 

Blyton Class: Efia, Logan, Oscar, Charlotte, Blossom, Phoebe  

Dahl Class : Grace, Lily-May, Kelly, Lucas, Mason, Grace and Harry 

Blackman Class : Thomas, Tyler, Eliza, Bradley, Pixie, Harry, Oliver and Hebe 

Shakespeare Class: Mason, Abigail, Courtney, Charlotte, Ellie F, Joshua 

Our ’Tidy Broom’ award has been won by: Dahl, Blackman, Shakespeare, Blyton, Dahl, Blackman 

Our ‘Attendance Cup’ winners were : Blyton, Blyton, Shakespeare, Dahl, Shakespeare, Shakespeare  

 

This year our Alfo Awards continue along with a new academic award for progress or                      
attainment for each class. Each term we focus on one of our values - this term’s value 

was empathy. 

There was a tie this term, with both Leopards 

and Panthers winning the team point       

challenge.  Both teams will share a  
mufti – day to celebrate their victory. 

Blyton Dahl Blackman Shakespeare 

Empathy 

Evie 

Empathy 

Jaden 

Empathy 

Sophie M 

Empathy 

Amelia  

Progress 

Oakleigh 

Attainment 

Jacob 

Attainment 

Cullyn 

Progress 

Marcin 

 



January 

Tuesday 5th —School Opens 

WC 5.1.2021—Whole School Mission Week 

Wednesday 6th —Year 5 start swimming lessons 

Monday 11th—After School Clubs start this week 

Monday 11th—Y4 Ukulele Concert (will be recorded) 

Wednesday 27th —Y6 Holocaust Memorial Day 

February 

WC 1st —Mental Health Awareness Week  

Monday 1st —Y3 trip to Verulamium Museum 

Tuesday 9th —Chinese New Year Assembly 

Thursday 11th —Alfo Awards for selected children 

Friday 12th—Last day of term 

 

Extra Curriculum Clubs - Spring Term 1  

 

 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

12.30—1.00  Sports Coach Choir  

Sports Coach 

 Sports Coach  Sports Coach  Sports Coach

  

3.35 - 4.30  Y3 Dodgeball 

 Y4 Dance 

 Y5 Athletics  Y6 Dance    


