
ISSUE 1 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We wanted to end the term with you by celebrating what a successful year we have had at Alfred Street. 
Through our Alfo Gazette and the events that you have hopefully been able to attend, you will have seen 
the fantastic enrichment opportunities that have been provided to enable your children to have a positive 
experience at Alfred Street.  
 
In addition to these events, many actions have also taken place behind the scenes in order to raise 
standards and outcomes for the children and to ensure that Alfred Street is providing the best education 
possible. Our leadership team and governors have been working tirelessly to continually make changes to 
the curriculum and upskill our staff to enable our continued improvement. We have also been closely 
monitored by North Northamptonshire's School Improvement Effectiveness Team. They visit the school 
regularly throughout the year— observing lessons, speaking to staff and pupils, looking in pupils books 
and challenging leaders. So we wanted to share with you some of the school improvement progress that 
has been made and hopefully you can continue to feel confident that your children are receiving a good 
education at Alfred Street. 
 
Behaviour and Attitudes: 
Behaviour and attitudes towards learning have improved significantly since the introduction of a new 
Behaviour Policy in February 2020 and, as a result, this year we have had very few incidents where negative 
behaviour has impacted upon learning. We still have some unwanted behaviours, mainly at lunchtime, but 
when this does happen, the children are confident that it is dealt with. In previous years, we have had a 
small number of children who have shown rather challenging, unacceptable behaviours. However, we have 
improved our provision and support and, as a result, our number of exclusions have fallen dramatically 
due to reduced incidents. We have also had very few reports of bullying or racism in school. These 
findings were confirmed by the School Improvement Effectiveness team in June 22 when we had a 
behaviour and attitudes review. It was reported that: 
 
  “Pupils are respectful of adults and peers” 
 “There are high expectations from adults “ 
 “Pupils feel safe in school, they say this is because the staff care about them and look after 

them” 
 Pupils “know how to keep themselves safe in school, the community and online” 
 Pupils “know what the  behaviour expectations are and what happens if they don’t meet 

them, they understand the consequences and feel that teachers deal with any behaviour that 
does not meet expectation” 

 “Pupils know what bullying is and what to do about it” 
 “Pupils feel that they are good learners because they listen and try hard. They understand the 

importance of making mistakes and learning from them. Pupils spoke positively about their 
learning. They feel their teachers make learning fun”. 
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Reading and Phonics 

This year we have also been working hard to improve our provision for those children who are not secure 
in their phonics knowledge and those children who are still developing those early reading strategies. We 
have implemented a new approach to teaching phonics along with Tennyson Road, and all of our staff 
have been trained in the Sounds Write Approach. We have also been providing frequent reading sessions 
and supporting identified children to develop reading strategies, so they can decode words and increase 
their fluency. Alongside this, we have purchased new reading scheme books all of which has had a positive 
impact. We have been delighted with the progress that the children have made. In June of this year, the 
School Improvement and Effectiveness team also came in and reviewed our provision. They reported that: 
 
 “Adults delivering the sessions were consistent with the Sounds Write structure” 
 “Children were engaged and focused, even where this is clearly a challenge for them” 
 “Children showed good resilience and strategies for correcting their own spellings” 
 “Most children confidently deployed strategies to read unfamiliar words, they could also          

infer the meaning of these words from the context of the sentence” 
 “Children enjoy the class reader and they like being able to choose and recommend books 

from the library.” 
 
 
SATs 
This year we are also very proud of our Year 6’s who have worked incredibly hard all year and had pleasing 
SATs results which were close to the National Average. We have found that as a result of raising standards, 
our SATs results have improved significantly in recent years and reflect the hard work of pupils and staff. 
 
Enrichment 
It has been another jam packed year for enrichment. We have celebrated talents, differences and cultures. 
We have raised money for various charities and we have brought the curriculum alive on many occasions. 
Most importantly we have improved our knowledge, concepts and life skills whilst making some incredible 
memories and having fun! A huge thank you to all the staff that have made that possible.  
 
Amalgamation: 

We would like to leave you with an update on the proposed amalgamation of Alfred Street Junior School 
and Tennyson Road Infants. Informal Consultation has taken place and a recommendation has been put 
forward to proceed with the next stage of the process as the majority view is that an amalgamation is the 
right way to improve learning for all of the pupils. However, we would like to make you aware that this is a 
recommendation. A final decision has not yet been made about amalgamating the schools. The Councils 
Executive Advisory Panel (EAP) for Education will recommend amalgamation to the Council Executive. A 
decision will be made at the Council Executive Meeting at the Corby Cube on 25th August 2022 at 2:00pm, 
which the public can attend. A decision for amalgamation would lead to a formal consultation about 
amalgamation and decisions that need to be made about the logistics of this will be made later—such as 
the site , name and leadership. In the meantime, in the best interests of the pupils, we will continue,    
working hard to help educate your children in a safe environment, giving your children a rounded and         
productive education and making the children's learning a positive, enjoyable experience. Both schools 
will be running as normal in September and we do not anticipate that there will be any significant impact 
upon the pupils in the next academic year. 

Finally, I would like to wish you a safe and enjoyable summer and thank you for your continued support. 
We look forward to continuing to work together in partnership with you next academic year. 

Best wishes 

 

Mrs K O’Connor and the Governing Body 

Headteacher 


